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Mr M F Cassim to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry: 

Whether any interested persons and/or organisations have drawn his attention to the fact that the wide-scale destruction of eucalyptus woods will have a deleterious effect on honey bees and on the commercial pollination of fruit trees, particularly in the Western Cape; if so, (a) which persons and/or organisations and (b) what was his or his department's response thereto? 
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REPLY:

(1)
Yes.  On 21 September 2000 the Honourable Member Mr M F Cassim, directed a letter to the National Department of Agriculture in which he raised various concerns relating to the eradication of eucalyptus species and its impact on the beekeeping industry.

Similar concerns were raised in a meeting of representatives of the beekeeping industry with officials of the National Department of Agriculture on 30 August 2000 and in a meeting on 9 February 2001 with officials of the Working for Water Programme, but which is an inter-departmental initiative to control invading alien plants that falls under the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry.  The meeting of 9 February 2001 was attended by representatives of the Western Cape Bee Industry Association and the National Beekeepers Association.

(2)
There have been ongoing discussions with representatives of the bee-keeping industry, including the Western Cape Bee Industry Association and the National Beekeepers Association, to address concerns raised by them regarding the removal of certain eucalyptus species..

Notwithstanding well-considered responses in all instances the Honourable Member continues to labour under a misapprehension that the wide-scale destruction of eucalyptus woods is imminent.  

There are more than two hundred different species of eucalyptus (more commonly know as “gum”) trees being grown in South Africa at present.  In terms of the revised regulations relating to weeds and invader plants promulgated by the Minister of Agriculture on 20 March 2001 only two of these species have now been declared weeds (and placed in Category 1 of Table 3 annexed to the regulations). These must be eradicated.  Another five species have been declared invader plants (and placed in Category 2 of Table 3).  Those species listed in Category 2 may still be grown in areas set aside or demarcated for that purpose.  There is nothing in the regulations to prevent a beekeeper or a fruit grower from seeking demarcation of individual stands of these listed eucalyptus species. Clearly eucalyptus species will continue to be grown throughout the country and in the Western Cape.
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However, the regulations for demarcation require that the spread or invasion of plants from the demarcated area to adjoining land must be controlled. This is in keeping with the “polluter pays” principle which is internationally accepted as a fundamental principle of natural resource management. Those deriving the benefit must carry the cost of control. 

Eucalyptus trees consume much more water than natural vegetation under the same conditions.  The situation is worsened by the fact that eucalyptus often grow in water courses. This can have a significant impact on the water courses themselves as well as on water resources generally.  It is for this reason that the Working for Water Programme is seeking to remove certain species of eucalyptus from water courses and mountain catchment areas. 

The Working for Water Programme will continue to liaise with those beekeeping associations and members of the industry who are willing to try to find mutually acceptable solutions.

