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Mr M C J van Schalkwyk to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry: 

Whether, in the light of the fact that many households of eMbalengle in Mpumalanga receive only sporadic sewage removal services and the fact that residents have little choice but to use rivers for waste disposal, he or his department intends taking any steps regarding the contamination of the only drinking water available to many of these households and the resulting health threat posed by diseases like cholera; if not, why not; if so., what steps?
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REPLY:

The Highveld East Municipality is responsible for the removal of sewage twice a week in the extensions of eMbalenhle where no water borne reticulation is present. Cases reported to the Municipality where persons were found emptying buckets in the nearby river causing water pollution were addressed by the Municipality. The community in these extensions do not use the rivers for potable use since all the residents have access to water from Rand Water provided to them by the Municipality.

The Highveld East Municipality is in the process of upgrading various extensions in eMbalenhle and provide them with the necessary water borne reticulations. The project was budgeted for and final approval is awaited. The Municipality has also applied for the necessary funds from the District Council to upgrade the sewage works in eMbalenhle to accommodate the additional hydraulic load to the sewage works. The final decision is awaited.

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry and the Highveld East Municipality are in continuous negotiations and discussions to resolve issues of concern in the Region.

The Department of Water Affairs in close co-operation with the Department of Health monitored surface water for Cholera and until now all the tests were negative.

