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Ms P K Mothoagae to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry: 

(1)
Whether his department is experiencing backlogs in addressing matters relating to sanitation in rural areas; if so, what are the relevant details;

(2)
whether his department has taken or intends taking any steps in this regard; if not, why not; if so, what steps;

(3)
whether his department has a dedicated directorate dealing with sanitation; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details;

(4)
whether his department has taken or intends taking any steps to expedite the eradication of the bucket system; if not, why not; is so, (a) what steps and (b) in what month and year will the bucket system be totally eradicated?
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REPLY:

(1)
Yes, there is a back log in that an estimated 3 million households or approximately18 million people in South Africa do not have access to adequate and safe sanitation.

(2) Yes.  Current Sanitation programmes will be accelerated and prioritised.  As announced in my budget speech in this House on 15 May 2001, an amount of R100 million has been allocated in 2001/02 to expedite the provision of sanitation services, and this will be repeated in the following two financial years. In January this year I approached Cabinet for approval for the Department to play a lead role in the sector. Sanitation straddles the line functions of at least six government departments, namely the Departments of Health, Housing, Education, Environmental Affairs and Tourism, Provincial and Local Government and Water Affairs and Forestry.

At present, the most important financial contributions to sanitation come from the Department of Housing’s subsidies and the Municipal Infrastructure Programme grants from the Department of Provincial and Local Government. My Department is putting in place a policy and implementation framework to ensure this expenditure has maximum impact.
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(3) At present sanitation activities in the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry are co-ordinated by a sub–directorate within the Directorate Local Institutional Development Support (LIDS) with sanitation planning, project support and operational activities supported by the relevant Directorates in the Chief Directorate Water Services of my Department. Implementation is carried out by the regional programme management in each province.

In January Cabinet gave its approval for my Department to formally become the lead department in this sector.  The Water Services Programme is reviewing its structure to enable it to carry out the leadership functions successfully. That process is currently taking place and personnel of the National Sanitation Co-ordinating Office (NaSCO) will be amalgamated into my Department. This process will be completed by the end of September 2001. My intention is to appoint a senior official to head the sanitation programme.

(4) My Department and I acknowledge that the bucket system of sanitation is not an acceptable level of service and it poses health hazards to the user and employees who service them, management problems, social problems and environmental problems.

The Basic Household Sanitation Policy, which will be submitted to Cabinet for endorsement within the next few weeks, stipulates that communities with greatest need should be prioritised to ensure that they have access to al least be a basic level of service.

It is the responsibility of local government to provide services to their local residents, sanitation included and my Department will support local government municipalities to plan and priorities their infrastructure spending through the Integrated Development Plan and the Water Services Development Plan processes.

My Department will encourage municipalities in which communities are still using the bucket system to prioritise the replacement of the bucket system with an acceptable level of service.

As far as I am concerned I wish to see the elimination of the bucket system in the shortest possible time. However the time actually taken will be depend on the resources available to local government and the priority they give to replacing the bucket system.

