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401.
Mr S Simmons to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:


(a) What progress has been made with the provision of clean water and sanitation to schools in rural areas which do not have these facilities, (b) how many such schools are there in each province and (c) what is the time-scale for the provision of these facilities at each school? 
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REPLY:

(a)&(b) The provision of water and sanitation services to schools is the primary responsibility of the Departments of Public Works and Education, although many of the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry’s projects have supplied schools unofficially.  The water supply and sanitation situation in schools and clinics in rural areas is unsatisfactory – e.g. of the total number of 27 914 schools, 59% do not have adequate water supply of which 9% do not have any water supply on site.  A large percentage of schools also do not have adequate sanitation.  I can mention, however, that within my Department’s basic household sanitation programme a total of 164 toilets have been constructed in rural schools.

(c) A strategy to address the backlog, specifically with regard to sanitation provision in schools is under consideration by the National sanitation Task Team and my Department has recently submitted a request to the Director-General: Public Works for the allocation of an amount of R100 million for sanitation in schools and clinics.  I am not in a position to provide details of the time-scale for the provision of these facilities at each school and I wish to suggest that the honourable member contacts the Departments of Public Works and Education in this regard.  Given the huge backlog, it should be quite clear that the provision of adequate water and sanitation services to schools in the rural areas of our country will take some time.

