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28. 
Mr S Simmons to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1)
(a) What are the names of the free-basic-water-for-all-projects in each province that have been launched since 1 January 2001 and (b) what amount was allocated to each project;

(2)
whether any of these projects have been cancelled; if so, (a) which projects and (b) why in each case? 
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REPLY:

(1)
Firstly let me clarify the process regarding the implementation of the Free Basic Water (FBW) Programme, as the question seems to suggest that it is done on a project by project basis.

The implementation of the Free Basic Water Programme is different to normal water projects that allocate capital budgets for the provision of infrastructure to a specific project or supply area.  The implementation of the Free Basic Water Programme has more to do with ensuring that the necessary systems are in place, and that the ongoing operational costs are sustainable.  It is usually done per municipality, or at least a substantial portion thereof, and not per project.  The implementation of the Free Basic Water Programme usually requires municipalities to:

· Understand consumers and consumption;

· assess technical options and Free Basic Water links to sanitation;

· decide on an appropriate institutional mechanism;

· understand the costs involved with Free Basic Water;

· review income sources;

· select a poverty relief option;

· draft a pricing policy; and

· set up a management system.

(This is where the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has established Provincial Support Units in order to be  of assistance in this regard).

-2-

Obviously if there is no infrastructure in place one cannot provide Free Basic Water; however, to date by far the majority of Free Basic Water provision has been where consumers already had infrastructure.  Currently we still have 25% of people with infrastructure who do not have Free Basic Water and these people can be most easily provided with Free Basic Water.  However, as this figure reduces, infrastructure provision will become increasingly more important.  Free Basic Water implementation will closely follow my Department's capital programme, which is due for completion in 2008.

(2)
No.  To the best of my knowledge no Free Basic Water projects have been cancelled.  The implementation of Free Basic Water is a municipal function and my Department monitors municipalities and not projects.  My Department’s Free Basic Water web site has comprehensive up to date information on the status of implementation at national, provincial and municipal level.  Although the initial Free Basic Water announcement was made by our President in September 2000, it was really only in July 2001 that we had policy and tools in place and that implementation could begin in earnest.  Currently 26,7 million people have access to Free Basic Water.
