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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

FOR ORAL REPLY ON WEDNESDAY, 26 JUNE 2002

QUESTION NO 199

DATE OF PUBLICATION IN INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER 18 JUNE 2002 

(INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER NO 36)

199.
Mr S Simmons to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:
(1)
Whether his department has been informed about the degree of pollution in the Hartbeespoort Dam; if so, 

(2)
whether his department has taken or intends taking any steps to combat the pollution; if not, why not; if so, (a) what steps and (b) what are the costs involved;

(3)
whether the surrounding communities are being included in this process; if not, what is the position in this regard; if so, what are the relevant details?
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REPLY:

(1)
Yes.  The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry is fully aware of the extent of pollution emanating from the catchment in which the Hartbeespoort Dam is situated, as well as the accumulated pollution in the dam and sediments.  The current status of this Dam is typical of an impoundment with relatively high levels of nutrients, causing excessive algal growth, especially during the warmer summer months.  This is mainly due to rapid urbanization and development upstream of the Dam.

(2)
Yes, my Department has already instituted measures to limit the discharge of plant nutrients such as phosphate to surface waters by enforcing compliance to the special phosphate standards on effluents. 

(2)(a)
All major sewage treatment works discharging their effluent to the catchment feeding the Hartbeespoort Dam are legally required to implement measures to improve on their treatment technology to meet with the stipulated requirements as stipulated in their respective Permits or Licenses.  Furthermore, my Department is actively involved in the monitoring of the catchment and several programs are registered on the national database with collaboration from various institutions such as metro councils, local authorities and industry.
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(2)(b)
The costs involved are not fully borne by my Department, but become the shared responsibility of local authorities to meet with the stipulated requirements. The treatment costs incurred by municipalities to comply with the present standards and more stringent standards add up to tens of millions of Rands for this catchment.  The management costs and monitoring are the main expenses incurred by my Department.  In this regard the establishment of a Catchment Management Agency in this water management area already adds up to more than R5 million and might be as much as R20 million when fully established.  The various options to treat the sediments and the water in the Hartbeespoort Dam are under investigation.  Early indications are that the initial costs involved with such a project are R6 million, with the operations and maintenance costs in the order of R3 million per annum. 

(3)
Yes.  The communities are intensively involved in the management of the Dam as to attain the objectives of the National Water Act, 1998, (Act 36 of 1998), which include, inter alia:

· Promoting equitable access to water resources;

· redressing the results of past racial and gender discrimination;

· promoting the efficient, sustainable and beneficial use of water in public interest;

· facilitating social and economic development;

· protecting aquatic and associated ecosystems and their biological diversity;

· reducing and preventing pollution and degradation of the water resource

· promoting dam and public safety; and

· establishing a suitable institution to implement the Sustainable Utilisation Plan for the Hartbeespoort Dam.




For the honourable Member's information I can mention that noticeable progress has been made with the establishment of the Crocodile (West) and Marico Catchment Management Agency to allow for communities to get actively involved in issues pertaining to water resource management.  Nine forums have been established in the catchment and four are involved in the Hartbeespoort Dam.  These are the Jukskei and Upper Crocodile, the Hennops, as well as the Magalies and Kwena Forums.  The Hartbeespoort Water Action Group, as a private initiative of role-players residing along the shores of the Dam, is very active in this regard and has initiated manual clean-up of algal scum experienced during the summer months.
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