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458.
Mr S E Opperman to asked the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(a) How many international trips in connection with matters pertaining to his department were undertaken by (i) him, (ii) officials of his department and (iii) Members of Parliament in the (aa) 1998-99, (b) 1999-2000 and (cc) 2000-01 financial years, (b) what was the (i) purpose, (ii) total cost and (iii) accommodation cost of each trip, (c) which agents were involved in respect of each trip and (d) what amount was paid to each agent?
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REPLY:

(a)&(b) The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry is not able to provide the detailed information in the format as requested by the Honourable Member.  The compilation of the information in the required format (i.e. breakdown to indicate the specific purpose, total cost and accommodation cost of each trip undertaken by officials from my Department) cannot be justified due to the resources that would have to be applied in the process of going through the Departmental records to obtain the information.  Therefore, only the total number of overseas visits, the total costs (including accommodation) and a general description of the purpose of the visits undertaken by the Minister and officials from my Department during the 1999/2000 and 2000/01 financial years are provided in the attached table (Annexure A).  The total number, specific purpose and total cost of each of my trips (if available) are also shown in the attached table.  Information on ministerial visits and trips undertaken by officials from my Department during the 1998/99 financial year is, regrettably, not readily available.  The Minister at the time was Prof Kader Asmal.  The Department did not sponsor the cost of any Member of Parliament for overseas visits in any of the three financial years in question.  Trips related to joint water schemes with Lesotho and Swaziland are not included in the totals mentioned in the annexure as cross-border visits and meetings take place on a regular basis.

(c) My Department does not use agents to organise its overseas visits.  All Departmental visits are organised by the respective officials and Ministerial visits are organised by the Directorate International Liaison of my Department since 1 April 2001.  The air-tickets are bought through the Department’s officially appointed travel agent.  The travel agent does not receive commission from the Department.  The travel agent is appointed on a two-year contract and all travel agents are welcome to tender for the contract according to the Government’s tender procedure.





ANNEXURE A
YEAR
NUMBER OF VISITS UNDERTAKEN BY MINISTER
NUMBER OF VISITS UNDERTAKEN BY OFFICIALS
PURPOSE
TOTAL COSTS OF VISITS WHICH INCLUDES ACCOMMODATION







1998/99
The information for this period is unfortunately not readily available

1999/00
1

Attend the World Water Forum Ministerial Conference from 17 to 22 March 2000 in the Hague, Netherlands


The cost on record is the daily allowance which amounts to R9 419,90





87
Attendance at international conferences, symposia or short training courses.  Officials normally attend training courses presented by international organisations, which provide fellowships to officials from developing countries and the Department is only responsible to pay the airfare of the officials
R520 879,08 inclusive of air-fare, accommodation, daily allowance and other costs

TOTAL
1
87

R530 298,98

2000/01
6

15 to 30 April 2000

Visited United Kingdom with the aim of studying the regulatory framework in Scotland and England.  This visit assisted with the compilation of the draft regulations on the relationship between Water Services Authorities and Water Service Providers in terms of Section 19 of the Water Services Act, 1998
R25 122,29 subsistence and other expenses




3 to 5 August 2000

Visited Namibia to attend the Southern African Development Community summit and the discussion meeting to establish the Orange–Senqu Commission with the Ministers of Botswana, Lesotho and Namibia







15 August 2000

Visited Sweden to address the Stockholm International Water Institute and accompanied Prof A K Asmal, MP, Minister of Education when he was awarded the Stockholm Water Prize.  Minister Kasrils’ address centred around the need to provide the poorest of the poor with free basic water


R8 312,87 subsistence, hotel and other expenses




27 October 2000

Addressed the Mozambique Floods Conference in Maputo







2 to 3 November 2000

Visited Namibia for the signing of the agreement to establish the Orange–Senqu Commission







19 to 23 February 2001

Visited Algeria on an official visit to follow up on the Bi-national Commission agreement signed by the heads of state of Algeria and South Africa


R7 492,70 hotel expenses and daily allowances



117
Officials of the Department attended 46 Conferences, 11 Symposia, 35 study visits, 19 training courses and 6 workshops abroad during this period.  Please note that the training courses are normally sponsored by the foreign government and most of the times the Department is only responsible for the payment of the air-fare.


R858 061,18 inclusive of air–fare, accommodation and other expenses

TOTAL
6
117

R898 989,04







