NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
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QUESTION NO 238
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(INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER NO 48)

Mr S Phohlela to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(a) Which rural areas are targeted for the delivery of water and (b) how will the process be spread to cover poorly developed areas? 
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REPLY:

(a) A total of 857 water supply projects, as contained in the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry’s 2002/03 Financial Delegation are being implemented within the area of jurisdiction of the 47 Category C District Municipalities, which are regarded as the rural areas (previous "remaining areas") of the country.  It would not be possible to mention all the projects being implemented in my oral reply today.  Funds for the implementation of the projects in the nine Provinces are apportioned on the basis of the backlogs as shown in the following summary of the aforementioned Financial Delegation:

Province
Amount (rounded of to nearest million)
Percentage

Eastern Cape
    R305 000 000
25,0%

Free State
    R  22 000 000
  1,8%

Gauteng
    R    1 000 000
  0,1%

KwaZulu-Natal
    R333 000 000
27,3%

Mpumalanga
    R115 000 000
  9,4%

North West
    R  80 000 000
  6,6%

Northern Cape
    R  14 000 000
  1,1%

Limpopo
    R287 000 000
23,6%

Western Cape
    R  16 000 000
  1,3%





Head Office
    R  45 000 000

    (this amount is for the management of the implementation process)
  3,8%





Total
R 1 218 000 000
 100%

(b) My Department, in collaboration with other departments such as the Departments of Provincial and Local Government, Education, provincial governments and local government developed an extensive knowledge base on the water services needs of people on a community and local government basis.  Through this system the most needy and poorly developed areas can be identified, which will guide the allocation of resources and actions to be taken.  Needs are classified in terms of provinces, local governments, rural and urban areas, as well as existing activities and actions.
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Solutions and actions are prioritised via local government’s Integrated Development Planning and Water Services Development Planning processes.  The reason for this is that local authorities as Water Services Authorities are accountable and responsible for water services.

An integrated approach and programme has been adopted, which aligns the traditional actions of my Department, the Consolidated Municipal Infrastructure Programme and associated actions to support and address the backlog.

Various donor programmes also support both capital and management issues of this programme.  The prioritisation and implementation action is also aligned with the Integrated Sustainable Rural Development Programme and Urban Renewal Programme.

Projects and actions are not only focussed on physical infrastructure, but also on sustainable issues such as management, refurbishment of existing schemes, institutional structures and capacity building.  The water services initiative includes both supply and sanitation actions.

Various tools have been developed to guide and support the programme such as policies, standards, feasibility study guidelines, decision support systems, capacity building programmes, monitoring systems and implementation support programmes.

My Department, as custodian of the Water Services Sector in South Africa is committed to the eradication of the basic water services backlog.  A committed and dedicated unit and inter-departmental programme have been established to support local government to plan, organise, implement and manage water services on a sustainable basis.

