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17. 
Mr S Simmons to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1)
With reference to his reply to Question No 236 transferred for oral reply on 2 April 2003 (transferred Question No 27), (a) what total amount of his department's budget for the 2002-03 financial year was spent and (b) what are the reasons for the allocated amount not being fully spent;

(2)
whether the unspent amount will be rolled over to the 2003-04 financial year; if not, how will this amount be spent?
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REPLY:

(1)(a)
An amount of R3,680 billion was spent on the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry's budget for the 2002/03 financial year, which represents 97,8% of the total budget.


(1)(b)
The main reasons for the allocated amount not being fully spent are as follows:

· Funds allocated for flood damage repairs could not be spent because of disruptions to the work programme as a result of high river levels and heavy rains, amounting to R 44,0 million; and

· a number of professional service providers submitted their claims/invoices to my Department towards the end of the 2002/03 financial year after completing the assignments given to them during the year.  These invoices, amounting to R28,6 million, could not be captured before the close of the books for the financial year. 

(2)
An application for roll over of unspent funds to the 2003/04 financial year has been submitted to the National Treasury.  The amount requested for roll over is R72,634 million.  The remaining unspent amount, R9,253 million (0,25% of the budget) relates to personnel expenditure for vacant posts which are being filled.

