NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

FOR ORAL REPLY ON 11 JUNE 2003

QUESTION NO 165

DATE OF PUBLICATION IN INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER: 03 JUNE 2003

(INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER NO 32)

165. 
Mr S Simmons to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

Whether his department is involved in any way in the Dukuduku forest land claims; if not, what is the position in this regard; if so, (a) to what extent and (b) what is the reason for the delay in finalisation of the land claims?
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REPLY:

I should state at the outset that the responsible Department when dealing with land claims is the Department of Land Affairs.  The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry's role in regard to land claims over forestry land is to support and facilitate the resolution of the claims in collaboration with all the Regional Land Claims Commission offices as well as the Provincial Land Reform Offices of the Department of Land Affairs.  In order to facilitate the resolution of land claims over forestry land, my Department has proactively established a series of structures to promote co-ordination between the various Land Claims Commissioners, the Department of Land Affairs and itself.  These structures meet in the provinces on a monthly basis and are known as Regional Co-ordinating Committees.  These Regional Co-ordination Committees are further reviewed by a National Co-ordinating Committee which meets nationally once a quarter.  In addition, my Department has previously secured donor funding to enable the Land Claims Commissions to conduct research into land claims over forestry land, in order that the resolution of these claims is facilitated.  All these measures, upon which the Department has expended a great deal of time and effort, are designed to assist and support the land reform programme, with respect to forestry land.

The length of time which it has taken to process the land claims in respect of the Dukuduku forest is not a question that this Department can answer and should actually be directed to  the Minister of Land Affairs or the Regional Land Claims Commission in KwaZulu-Natal to answer.  I am able to assist only in respect of the proactive measures taken by my Department to assist in the finalisation of land claims over forestry land.

