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166.
Mr S Simmons to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(a)
What steps are being taken by his department to prevent water loss in South Africa and

(b)
what percentage of his department’s budget for 2003-04 financial year will be used in this regard?
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REPLY: 

(a)
The direct responsibility for reducing water loss is that of the various Water Services Authorities and Water Services institutions. However, the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has taken a number of steps to promote the reduction of water loss both in terms of regulatory functions and the support and promotion of water efficiency and conservation, through policy and guidelines as well as case studies and project intervention.  The following is a description of the steps taken and the costs associated with these steps:

Regulatory functions

A number of clauses in the regulations promulgated under section 9(1) of the Water Services Act, 1997 (Act 108 of 1997) are aimed at the reduction of water loss.  Of key significance is clause 11(2)(b), which requires water services institutions within two years of the promulgation of the regulations, to take steps to reduce the quantity of water unaccounted for.

One of the key evaluation requirements for water use authorisations required under the National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1998) is the level of water use efficiency.

As part of the Water Services Development Plan (WSDP), Water Services Authorities have to report on various aspects and activities regarding water use efficiency and the reduction of water loss.  My Department evaluates and comments on these WSDPs.

Policy and Guidelines
My Department’s Directorate Water Use Efficiency is currently finalising a water conservation and water demand management (WC/WDM) strategy for the water services sector.  The strategy describes key functions that water services institutions must undertake in order to reduce water loss.  Local authorities will be required to submit a WC/WDM programme as part of their Water Services Development Plan.  Related to the WC/WDM strategy, a set of implementation guidelines for a number of activities that will reduce water loss have been developed.  The cost for the development of the guidelines was approximately R315 000,00.  The project is funded through a DANIDA foreign aid programme of the Danish Government.
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A number of research studies managed by the Water Research Commission are aimed at assisting water services institutions in reducing water loss. 

Water use efficiency has become one of the key criteria in water resource planning.  Before any new water augmentation scheme is approved the potential of WC/WDM is assessed and water services institutions are required to implement various water conservation initiatives.

The guidelines for assessing and approving funds for water services authorities for service delivery capital projects have been modified to include water efficiency and water loss criteria. 

My Department also promotes education and awareness through the national schools  based programme, 2020 Water Education Programme and general public education programmes, Community Water Efficiency Programme, which is currently being piloted in Mpumalanga and the Eastern Cape.  The approximate joint budget is R7 million.

Case studies and project intervention

My Department promotes and supports the implementation of water loss reduction initiatives by local authorities.  Currently there are approximately six initiatives related to the reduction of water loss at local authority level. These initiatives are spread throughout the country and the total annual budget is approximately R1,8 million.

My Department has formulated a Departmental Water Loss Control Policy.  In line with this policy, water losses are reported monthly by the Departmental Water Resource Area Managers and the Water Users Associations.  Any anomalies are immediately communicated with the relevant office to promote water loss control measures in bulk water supply.

A check list of water conveyance systems maintenance is used to keep canal and diversion structures in a running condition. My Department trains water control officials in order to improve on water distribution and to minimise water losses.  A computer programme has been installed on all Government Water Schemes and at water schemes of Water User Associations to assist with better water distribution practices.  This will facilitate the upgrading of measuring structures and the construction of new ones.

Water losses at water schemes are caused by, amongst others, alga, nuisance water grasses and transpiration by water plants and these problems are addressed by treatment with herbicides and/or biological control agents.  Water Loss Control in the Agricultural Sector lies at the receiving side of bulk water supply.  Through partnerships with Government departments, better irrigation practices are promoted.  Improvements of conveyance systems are effected as a result of inspections to curb water losses.

(b)
Water loss control is promoted and exercised throughout the country, utilising different funds from both the Exchequer and Trading accounts.  Consequently, it will be difficult to quantify how much of my Department’s budget for the 2003/04 financial year will be spent on water loss control measures.  However, the budget of my Department’s Sub-directorate Water Loss Control for the current (2003/04) financial year amounts to R1,9 million.  In addition to this amount, my Department, as part of its normal operational budget for the current financial year will also spend funds on water loss control measures at water schemes throughout the country.

