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181.
Mr J D Arendse to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

Whether his department has investigated the use of springs in rural areas as an interim measure for water provision in such areas; if not, what is the position in this regard; if so what are the relevant details?
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REPLY:

Yes.  Spring protection for harvesting is done extensively in project implementation in rural areas, specifically in mountainous and high rainfall areas.

When an area is identified and prioritised for development all possible sources are investigated and evaluated for sufficiency during the feasibility study stage.  Any suitable springs are monitored and the flow is measured over a period of time, which includes at least one dry season to establish the viability and sustainability of the spring as a reliable source of water supply.  The quality of the water is also monitored during the same period.

When construction commences the spring is protected with encasing and other structures and a reservoir is built to store the water.  This reservoir is then used for reticulation of water into the residential areas.

