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202. 
Mr G B D McIntosh to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

Whether any research and planning has been done with regard to the drafting of legislation for the establishment of an independent regulator to ensure that private investment in water services can be facilitated in an equitable manner and for the national interest; if not, what is the position in this regard; if so, what are the relevant details?
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REPLY:

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry is in the process of defining and expanding on its regulatory role and responsibilities, via the current Water Services White Paper review process.  This will, inter alia, outline future approaches to water services regulation.  In the short term the regulation of water services will vest with my Department which is generally still at a phase in which support is more important than regulation. 

The regulation of contracts between water services authorities and external water services providers as guided by the Water Services Act, 1997 is only one of the regulatory functions that need to be performed.  It must be noted that the contract procurement processes are legally guided by the Municipal Systems Act, 2000 (Act 32 of 2000) and my Department cannot prescribe to water services authorities as to the appointment of water services providers, if compliance with section 19(2) of the Water Services Act, 1997 has already been met by the water services authorities.

The aim of regulations is to encourage efficient, affordable, economic and sustainable access to water services for all consumers. My Department in its role as sector leader, supporter and regulator will be adopting a proactive approach in this regard and whilst it is committed towards ensuring sustainable and viable water services institutions, it is also committed to ensuring that the interests of the consumer are also protected. 
