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204.
Mr E K Moorcroft to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1) Whether he or his department has been informed of an application by the developers of a certain golf course (name furnished) in Knysna to extract 790 million litres of water from the Noetzie River over 30 years; if so, 

(2) whether he will call for a study to establish the water reserve needed by the Noetzie River in order to maintain a healthy ecological system; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details?
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REPLY: 

(1) Yes.  The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry’s Western Cape Regional Office received an application for the abstraction and storage of 790 million litres of water from the Noetzie River on 23 April 2003 from the consultants representing the developer of the Sparrebosch Golf Course situated near Knysna.

(2) Yes.  The application is currently being assessed and a Reserve Determination will be done to determine the Ecological as well as the Basic Human Needs Reserves. After the Reserve Determination has been completed the application will be considered against other relevant Departmental policies before the final decision is made.

The Noetzie River is considered to be a sensitive river and it is my Department’s intention to maintain a healthy ecological system.

