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272.
Dr M S Mogoba to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

Whether any dams have not yet been opened officially; if so, (a) how many and (b) when were they constructed?
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REPLY: 

There are only two dams (in the normal meaning of the word) that have been completed and not yet officially opened. The first is the Wriggleswade Dam near Stutterheim, in the Eastern Cape which was completed in 1991. I am not planning an opening ceremony for a dam that is older than our democracy. The R60 million Mearns Weir which was completed this year as part of the project to increase the capacity of the Midmar dam system in KwaZulu Natal has not yet been opened but an official opening ceremony is being planned. 

I am pleased that the Honourable member has highlighted the importance of commemorating the construction of dams in our water - stressed country. Given the ever present threat of drought, any project that increases the security of our water supplies and ensures that agriculture, mining and industry can continue to function effectively and that the needs of our people are taken care of, must be welcomed. It is for this reason that we have commemorated the completion of projects such as the Inyaka Dam in Limpopo Province, the Driekoppies Dam in Mpumalanga as well as projects such as the Katse Dam in Lesotho and the Maguga Dam in Swaziland amongst others.

But a dam, which simply collects and stores the water of a river, does not in itself solve the water supply problems of our people. To do that we need to build all the other infrastructure of pumping stations, water purification works, pipelines to bring water to where it is needed. While we do not have official openings for each of the hundreds of new purification plants or thousands of concrete reservoirs that we have built, when the pipes arrive at a rural settlement and water finally arrives through those pipes, that is also a time for celebration. I am pleased to have had the opportunity to celebrate such events in all corners of our country.

