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Mr M N Ramodike to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry

Whether his department has taken or intends taking any steps to resolve the water crises in the (a) Greater Tzaneen municipal area, in particular the Mohlaba, Maake and Mogoboya areas, (b) Greater Hoedspruit-Makhutwe municipal area, in particular the Mametja and Sekororo areas and (c) Greater Letaba municipal area, in particular, the Modjadji and Mamaila areas, in Limpopo, if not, why not;  if so, what steps?
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REPLY:

(a)
Yes.  The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has taken a number of steps to resolve the water crises in the Greater Tzaneen municipal area.  As in most areas of the Province, the water supply problems are the result of the current drought, increased demand, urban development and unreliable water supply as a result of illegal/unauthorised water connections and vandalism of infrastructure.  The villages of Mohlaba, Maake and Mogoboya are supplied with water from the Thabina Water Treatment Works and bulk water infrastructure and boreholes are in place in these areas.  The Water Treatment Works have been refurbished and commissioned in November 2002.  My Department plans to refurbish all units within the infrastructure with an amount of R129 639,00 to optimise its functioning.  A business plan will be drawn up to address the needs as stipulated in the feasibility study.  I can add that an amount of R370 000,00 has been allocated to refurbish the existing systems in respect of the Tours Water Scheme, a major scheme in the area – refurbishment is to start in October 2003.

(b)
Yes.  My Department has also taken measures to resolve the water crises in the Greater Hoedspruit-Makhutwe municipal area, in particular the Mametja and Sekororo areas.  The villages of Sekororo and Mametja are supplied with water from one package plant and 38 boreholes – no bulk infrastructure is in place.  My Department has allocated an amount of R1,5 million in the current 2003/04 financial year to improve the water supply in the area and a further amount of R1,0 million has been allocated to refurbish the existing water projects – refurbishment is to start in October 2003.
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(c)
Yes.  My Department has also taken measures to resolve the water crises in the Modjadji and Mamaila areas in the Greater Letaba municipal area.  Most of the villages in the  Modjadji  area get  their  water  from the  Modjadji  Water  Treatment Works, while others are supplied with water from boreholes.  Boreholes are also used to supplement water from the Water Treatment Works.  At present water does not reach all the villages and in some villages water supply coverage is only 60% per village.  Cost-recovery is also a major problem.  Actions which my Department has taken to improve the water supply situation in the area include:  ongoing consultation with stakeholders on water conservation and cost-recovery, refurbishment of a number of water projects to optimise its functioning and implementation of a R5,1 million project in the Modjadji area, which is to be completed by the end of October 2003.  Funds have been allocated for the refurbishment of projects and the refurbishment process was set to start in September 2003.

All indications are that increased demand, resulting from the current drought, will place strains on the available limited water resources of the Province and lead to acute water shortages in many parts of the Province.  My Department will, however, work with the relevant municipalities and provincial departments to ensure access to a basic minimum supply of safe water to the affected communities in the Province.  To this end, existing infrastructure/projects will be refurbished to optimise their functioning, new boreholes will be drilled and equipped to reinforce the schemes and water will be tankered to areas where no alternative sources are available.

