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296.
Mr DK Maluleke to ask Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(a) What was the total cost to her department of any publicity, promotions or information displays and entertainment of members of Parliament, media or public servant to mark the occasion of her budget speech in both the National Assembly and National Council of Provinces in 2004, (b) what were the specific costs related to (i) promotional items and printed matter, (ii) audio-visual materials and/or displays, (iii) hiring of equipment and personnel, (iv) transport, (v) venue hire, (vi) food and drinks, (vii) music and/or other entertainment  and (viii) any other specified costs and (c) in what way did this expenditure improve service delivery by her department?
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REPLY:

(a)
The total cost to the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry to mark the occasion of my Department’s Policy Debate in the National Council of Provinces on 9 June 2004 and its Budget Vote Debate in the National Assembly on 17 June 2004, amounted to R65 948,53, based on the figures readily available in my Department.

(b)(i)
The specific costs related to promotional items and printed matter, which include invitations and the printed budget speech covers, amounted to R3 701,58.  The printed matter is utilised through-out the year at various events and occasions and the total cost is therefore not solely attributable to my Department’s Budget and Policy Debates.

(b)(ii)
No costs were incurred in respect of audio-visual materials and/or displays, such as plants, décor and exhibition material, since my Department used existing material readily available in the Department.

(b)(iii)
There were no expenses incurred in relation to hiring of equipment and personnel.

(b)(iv)
The costs related to transport, which include the cost for economy class return air-tickets, car rental and parking for communication staff from my Department in Pretoria who were required to attend the two events, amounted to R28 496,00.

(b)(v)
There were no expenses for venue hire, as Parliamentary venues were utilised for both events.

(b)(vi)
An amount of R25 207,00 was spent on the cocktail lunch held for invited guests.
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(b)(vii)
The costs related to music and entertainment are included in the costs in paragraph (b)(vi).

(b)(viii)
Other expenditure incurred by my Department in respect of the two events related to subsistence cost and daily allowances payable to Departmental communication staff to the amount of R8 543,95.

(c)
The expenses incurred by my Department were in aid of promoting dialogue and information dissemination to the public in general, including key stakeholders who attended the two events in Parliament.

I can add that an amount of R61 982,00 was spent on 17 June 2004, the day of my Budget Vote in Parliament, on an one hour community radio programme to allow communities the opportunity to engage with me on issues relating to my portfolio, as well as to brief the general public on achievements and goals and to explain Government and Departmental policy.  It also provided a voice to those who are normally disadvantaged in terms of accessing information and, as a new Minister, provided me with an opportunity to interact with a broad spectrum of the general public on issues that affect their everyday life, i.e. water and sanitation.

