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126.
Mr DK Maluleke (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:
(1)
Whether arrangements are in place to ensure that communities in rural areas benefit from the free basic water allocation; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details?

(2)
Whether arrangements are in place to ensure that the sanitation backlog in schools is dealt with; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details?
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REPLY: 

(1)
Arrangements are in place to ensure that all communities in South Africa benefit from Free Basic Water (FBW).  However, FBW is impossible without the infrastructure needed to supply it.  That is why we must not lose sight of our primary target and that is to wipe out the backlogs we inherited in 1994 and our commitment to supply every South African with an adequate water supply by 2008.

Where municipalities are implementing, only a rudimentary level of supply, for example a borehole to serve a number of houses in a rural village, that water is usually provided free of charge.  The Zululand District Council for example, has been using hand pumps to progressively realise Reconstruction and Development Programme levels of service.  This may, however, not be recorded as formal FBW supply. 

The FBW Programme is making a huge difference to the poor, (defined as households with an income of less than R1 000 per month).  16 million poor people are receiving FBW via formal infrastructure.  A further four million have infrastructure and although they do not yet have a formalised FBW administrative system in place, are getting their water for free.  There are also an additional two million poor with infrastructure slightly below the basic level who also get their water for free.  Thus, in total 22 of the 29 million (76%) poor are getting their water free of charge.
I believe our actions have made a big difference and I am confident that the rural areas are not being neglected.

(2)
The capital budget for school infrastructure, including sanitation, is with the Provincial Departments of Education and they usually implement investment programmes through Provincial Departments of Public Works.  These Departments have quantified the school sanitation backlog as well as the budget required to address it within the timeframe as specified by the President in his State of the Nation address of May 2004.
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The school sanitation backlog is indicated in the table below.

	Province


	No. of schools with inadequate sanitation

	Eastern Cape
	   849

	Free State
	   294

	Gauteng
	       0

	KwaZulu-Natal
	1 300

	Limpopo
	   995

	Mpumalanga
	   486

	Northern Cape
	       7

	Western Cape
	       0

	North West
	   295

	TOTAL
	4 226


My Department has had discussions with the National and Provincial Departments of Education regarding the support that my Department can offer to assist or even to manage their implementation programmes, using the capacity and the experience in my Department gained in the past 10 years of sanitation implementation.

The Department of Education, as a member department of the National Sanitation Task Team (NSTT) gives regular reports on progress to the NSTT meetings, which are co-ordinated and chaired by my Department.   

