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1332.
Mr D K Maluleke (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

Whether any function was organized to mark the occasion of the delivery of her budget vote in the National Assembly and the National Council of Provinces in 2005; if so, (a) what total amount was spent on this function, (b) what amount was spent on (i) food and refreshments, (ii) venue, (iii) entertainment, (iv) staff and (v) transport and (c) how many people were invited to attend the function?
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REPLY: 

Yes.  A function was organized for the occasion of the delivery of my budget vote in the National Assembly on 18 May 2005.  No function was held for the occasion of the policy review debate in the National Council of Provinces.

(a)

The total amount spent on this function was R85 212,24.

(b)(i)
An amount of R29 370,00 was spent on food and refreshments for the cocktail lunch held for invited guests.

(b)(ii)
The costs relating to hiring of the venue amounted to R6 000,00, while an additional amount of R2 340,00 was spent on the hiring of plants.

(b)(iii)
No costs were incurred as far as entertainment was concerned, as the band that performed at the function was sponsored by the forestry company, SAPPI.

(b)(iv)
No staff members from the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry were brought down to Cape Town specifically for the function as they were in Cape Town at the time assisting me in preparing for the Budget debate and no additional expenses were therefore incurred in relation to Departmental staff.

(b)(v)
The Honourable Member is referred to my reply to (b)(iv) above.  I can add that five Head Office staff members from my Department’s Chief Directorate Communication Services were brought down to Cape Town to prepare, inter alia, for the function and that their transport costs amounted to R25 847,48.
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