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137.
Ms C C September (ANC) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

1. Whether any progress has been made in meeting the targets set by the President in his state of the nation address; if not, why not, if so, what progress;

2. whether her department anticipates any challenges to meet its obligations in this regard; if not, why not; if so, what plans are in place to deliver water and sanitation within the time-frame set?

N2392E

--o0o--

REPLY:
1. Yes. Substantial progress has been made. Since 1994 the backlog on basic water supply has been halved and there has been a 40% improvement in access to basic sanitation.  

With regard to basic water supply 4 million households, which represented 41% of the population did not have access to Reconstruction and Development Programme defined basic supply.  The March 2005 figure is 2 million households.  

In 1994 a total of 5,08 million households did not have access to basic sanitation.  In March 2005, this was reduced to a total of about 3,91 million households.

2. Yes, there are challenges, which must and are addressed to achieve the set targets.  These include the following:

· Securing additional funding to achieve the targets on time.  Based on minimum scenarios, the present level of funding available must increase dramatically.  The Minister of Finance indicated in the Medium Term 
Budget Policy Statement that there will be an increase in spending on basic services over the MTEF period. He said “Over the next years, additional spending of R46 billion in provinces is intended to reinforce key social and economic functions. Further spending of R2 billion will allow municipalities to substantially improve community infrastructure to expand the provision of free basic serves (water, sanitation and electricity).

· Secondly, there is a serious challenge to improve implementation capacity.  In line with statements made by Minister Fraser-Moleketi, as we debate here today, the Minister in the Presidency, is in India, engaged in finding means of cooperating, even beyond the borders of our country, in order to find the necessary skills and capacity for implementation.
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· The issue of sustainability and life-cycle management must be addressed.  Water Services is not only about providing infrastructure, but also about the provisioning of on-going, sustainable and effective services.  This must also be integrated with potential environmental threats and thus effective resource protection, which includes pollution management.

· Another challenge is the need to improve contract management and associated implementation processes, such as decision-making and project registration.

· Other challenges include improved planning, appropriate technology and solutions, as well as effective monitoring and control.

As we seek to overcome all of these challenges, to meet the targets of 2008 and of 2010, it becomes clear that the cost implication, and capacity challenges are being addressed.

Government is taking these targets very seriously. My department, together with DPLG has been asked to lead an interdepartmental task team to look at the current progress and processes, and we will propose to Cabinet, very soon, ways to address these challenges, and we will indeed meet the targets.

