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139.
Mr B G Mosala (ANC) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

What is her department’s policy in respect of the implementation of the dry sanitation system in rural areas?
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REPLY:


Basic sanitation facility is defined as “The infrastructure necessary to provide a safe, reliable, private, protected from the weather and ventilated, keeps smells to the minimum, is easy to keep clean, minimises the risk of the spread of sanitation-related diseases by facilitating the appropriate control of disease carrying flies and pests, and enables safe and appropriate treatment and/or removal of human waste and waste water in an environmentally sound manner.”

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry’s policy on Basic Household Sanitation gives prominence to the provision of services in areas that are most vulnerable. These are the rural areas, because of the huge inherited backlogs, the informal settlement areas which expose community to all kinds of social ills and to the farm-dwellers who are often neglected and dispossess. 

My Department’s policy is that the provision of sanitation is not only about infrastructure but the total improvement of the quality of life and the restoration of human dignity. In this regard our Sanitation Programme has a strong focus on improving public health through health and hygiene education and awareness. We also provide services that are gender sensitive because we realise that sanitation is one of the factors that for an example improves school attendance rates in the girl child. Sanitation delivery is also provided in a manner that assures local community of a better life through skills training and job creation. The services therefore do not only improve health status but contributes in growing the second economy through jobs created.

Since the focus is on appropriate, safe, affordable and sustainable service, our intention is to make sure that service is relevant and appropriate. In rural communities dry sanitation is often implemented because it is less complicated, does not need water to operate, is less costly to provide, operate and maintain. In most cases these communities are in water scarce areas.   Both nationally and internationally, dry sanitation has proved to be most successful in water scarce environments.
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In the past, dry sanitation was not easily accepted because of the perception created that it is inferior and that it smells. This perception has been demystified through structured and ongoing information, education and communication at community levels.

The dry on-site sanitation that is supported by my Department and implemented internationally is the Ventilated Improved Pit (VIP) latrine or its equivalent. Its principles are:  

· That the superstructure must provide adequate privacy and be constructed with material suitable for long-term low maintenance. In this regard we discourage the use of corrugated iron, as it is susceptible to corrosion especially in coastal areas. 

·  All dry sanitation facilities are ventilated with a ventilation pipe which helps to reduce the smell to the minimum and provided with a fly screen to prevent flies coming in and out of the toilet.

Through the implementation of ground water protocol we ensure that where required special care is taken to prevent contamination of ground water which in some communities is the important source of water used for domestic purposes.

In partnership with the Department of Health, we have a structured and ongoing programme to educate the users on the importance of sanitation and the linkages between sanitation and health in order to ensure its sustainability of the dry sanitation.

As our country is a water stressed country, and due to the scatter nature of rural households it would be difficult to implement water-borne sanitation as this technology requires intensive infrastructure as well as the operation and maintenance costs involved.

What is important is that dry on-site sanitation offers the same health and social benefits as those offered by water-borne sanitation in terms of prevention of sanitation related diseases and restoration of human dignity.

However, where a municipality chooses to implement other sanitation technologies like low flush toilets, conservancy or septic tanks they are free to do so provided that they fund the difference between government subsidy and the total cost of the system.  

