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25.
Mr D K Maluleke (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:
Whether her Department has provided any drought relief support to local municipalities;  if not, why not;  if so,  (a)  what support in each case,  (b)  what funding was allocated to each municipality and  (c)  how was the assistance managed and monitored?
---o---

REPLY:

(a)&(b)
Yes.  The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry provided drought relief support to local municipalities during the past two financial years.   During the 2003/04 financial year my Department approached the National Treasury for additional funds.  This was to enable the emergency provision of water to communities in areas where water sources were stressed due to drought conditions caused by below-normal rains which already started during the 2001/02 summer rainy season. 

For your information the municipal allocations for emergency water provision during 2003/04 (R’million) that were made to municipalities via the budget of my Department are shown in the table below: 

	Province
	EC
	FS
	Gau
	KZN
	Lim
	Mpu
	NC
	NW
	WC
	Total

	Allocation 1
	6,5
	4,0
	20,0
	30,856
	43,525
	23,459
	11,4
	13,299
	Nil
	153,039

	Allocation 2
	5,35
	2,5
	1,5
	17,95
	10,15
	2,95
	4,0
	5,1
	Nil
	49,5

	Total
	11,85
	6,5
	21,5
	48,806
	53,675
	26,409
	15,4
	18,399
	Nil
	202,539


Water management consists of two major elements.  Firstly, water resource management, which is a national competency in terms of the Constitution.  Secondly, the provision, maintenance and improvement of water and sanitation services, which the Constitution entrusts to the sphere of local government.

In line with these constitutional imperatives, the Water Services Act, 1997 (Act 108 of 1997) makes provision for the establishment of water services authorities and water services providers.  While the latter is mainly focused on the physical provision of specific water services on a commercial basis, water services authorities have to assume overall responsibility for all aspects of water services provision within their areas of jurisdiction.
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Although drought conditions theoretically impact on the availability of water resources, they mostly manifest on the levels of service provision.  Where water services are reliable under more normal weather conditions, drought impacts on water availability are amplified earlier and more intensely through these weak points of services delivery.  It thus remains an open question as to whether drought relief assistance should be channelled via the national resource management structure, or via the services structure housed within local authorities.

National Treasury preferred to channel most of the additional funds for emergency water provision through local government.  During the 2003/04 financial year these drought relief funds were mostly allocated to district municipalities because of their status as water services authorities.  They had the responsibility to deploy these funds to the best advantage of local municipalities within their areas of jurisdiction.  Only in a limited number of cases were funds directly allocated to local municipalities for emergency water supply as shown in the table below:

	Province
	District Municipality
	Local Municipality
	Allocation

[R’million]
	Local Municipality = Water Services authority

	Eastern Cape
	Chris Hani
	Inxuba Yethemba
	4,0
	No

	

	Free State
	Lejweleputswa
	Tokologo
	0,4
	Yes

	
	Thabo Mafutsanyane
	Setsoto
	0,6
	Yes

	
	
	Dihlabeng
	0,9
	Yes

	
	
	Nketoana
	1,1
	Yes

	
	Northern Free State
	Moqhaka
	1,6
	Yes

	

	Gauteng
	Metsweding
	Nokeng tsa Taemane
	20,0
	Yes

	

	KwaZulu-Natal
	Amajuba
	Newcastle
	1,031
	Yes

	
	Sisonke
	Kokstad
	2,0
	No

	

	Mpumalanga
	Ehlanzeni
	Mbombela
	1,0
	Yes

	

	Northern Cape
	Karoo
	Kareeberg
	2,007
	Yes

	
	
	Thembelihle
	5,808
	Yes


In the two cases where funding was allocated to municipalities which are not Water Services Authorities, it was done from the point of view that adequate capacity existed to provide the emergency services and with the belief that the emergency situations at these places could be best addressed in this fashion.
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(c)
Regarding the monitoring and management of the overall process, these funds were gazetted and transferred to the municipalities by my Department in terms of the Division of Revenue Act, 2002 (Act 5 of 2002).  Published conditions required municipalities to draft action plans on their envisaged emergency water supply initiatives, which had to be submitted to and approved by the relevant regional offices of my Department.  Municipalities furthermore had to report monthly on their physical progress with the roll-out of the planned initiatives, and also on their expenditures.  These monthly reports have been regularly reflected on the internet web site www.bigenafrica.com/drought/  These reports have been verified by a physical audit at each municipality.

During the 2004/05 financial year additional allocations in respect of emergency water provision were again made to municipalities, but this time from the budget of the Department of Provincial and Local Government and not via my Department.

