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644.
Mr K D S Durr (ACDP) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:
(1)
Whether her Department has received any applications to plant genetically modified trees or forests in South Africa;  if so, what are the relevant details;

(2)
whether any environmental impact assessments have been made on the effect of planting such trees or forests on biodiversity and the environment;  if not, why not;  if so, what are the relevant details;

(3)
whether the assurance can be given that no such licences will be considered in future without a full environmental impact assessment first having been made;  if not, why not;  if so, what are the relevant details?
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REPLY: 

(1)
No.  The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has not received any applications to plant genetically modified trees or forests.  However, it should be noted that clones are used by the Forestry Industry, but these are cuttings of the parent plant, grown and planted without modifying the genomes (genetic strands).  The Industry also uses hybrids, where the specific characteristics of the parent plants are sought out for expression in the hybrid, but there is no modification of the genetic code. 
(2)
Since my Department has not received any applications to plant genetically modified trees or forests, no environmental impact assessment has been conducted.  The clones and hybrids referred to have been and are still successfully propagated for use by the Industry without the need for genetic modification, resulting in genetically modified organisms. 

(3) It certainly stands to reason that the use of genetically modified organisms, in both controlled and uncontrolled environment scenarios would have to be clearly understood.  Both the Industry and Government therefore have a responsibility to ensure that Environmental Impact Assessments or Strategic Environmental Assessments are undertaken to identify any concerns or impacts of genetically modified organisms, so as to ensure that the appropriate decisions and mitigation measures can be undertaken.

