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1381.
Mrs J A Semple (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

Whether she has had discussions with her counterpart in Mozambique regarding the downstream effects of building the De Hoop Dam on the Olifants River as required by the SADC protocol on shared watercourses; if not, (a) why not, (b) when will the discussions be held and (c) what will be discussed; if so, (i) when were the discussions held and (ii) what was discussed?
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REPLY:

No, I have not personally had discussions with my counterpart in Mozambique on the proposed De Hoop Dam in the Olifants Water Management Area (WMA), and the downstream effects there-of.  This matter has been discussed at senior officials level in compliance with Article 4(1)(b) of the SADC Revised Protocol on Shared Water Courses.

a) My Department formally shared information on planned measures in the Olifants Water Management Area with neighbouring countries through established bilateral and multilateral commissions, namely the Joint Water Commission between the Republic of South Africa (RSA) and Mozambique and the Limpopo Basin Permanent Technical Committee between the RSA, Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Botswana.  These included a formal notification in terms of Article 4(1)(b) of the SADC Revised Protocol on Shared Water Courses, to Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Botswana on 3 May 2004, that South Africa intends to proceed with the implementation of the second phase of the Olifants River Water Resource Development Project.  The notification included a description of the project, and an overview of the impact of different water resource development scenarios in the Olifants Water Management Area on Mozambique.  Upon completion of the Environmental Impact Assessment, the Environmental Impact Report was also sent to these countries on 18 August 2005.  The time period allowed in the Protocol for comment had lapsed and no requests for further information or objections were received.

b) No discussions are planned as yet.

c) Refer to a) and b) above.

