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1583.
Mrs J A Semple to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

Whether the (a) Kwabokeni oxidation ponds and (b) dam lining in Mpumalanga have been repaired; if not, why not; if so, (a) when and (b) what was the cost of the repairs in each case?
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REPLY:

Before replying to the specific questions, I would like to give some brief background information on the collapse of the pond wall.

Between 31 March 2004 and 14 January 2006 the Kabokweni pond walls collapsed on two occasions at two different sites. Following each collapse a Joint Operation Committee that comprised all relevant stakeholders was convened in order to determine what caused the collapse of these ponds. 

The findings of the investigations which were conducted by the Joint Operations Committee of which dam safety officers were part of, have showed that there are termites that are burrowing around the pond wall. When heavy rain falls occur, seepage of water takes place through the burrows and this could have led to the failure of the pond walls. Another possible cause of failure could be seepage through the sand wall causing instability and/or seepage erosion. All these possible causes would be addressed by the proposed lining of the pond by a HDPE (a type of plastic) membrane.

During each of these collapses, the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry installed an emergency system to treat and control the discharge to the river. The Bushbuckridge Water Board continues to monitor the effluent discharge from the emergency ponds and chlorine/ disinfections results are done on a daily basis.

(a)+(b)
The Kabokweni Ponds Collapse and dam lining in Mpumalanga repair work

Yes, the repairs following the first collapse were completed in November 2004 and the dam was fully operational by 1 December 2004. Construction work on the pond wall is currently completed as part of the repairs to the second collapse. Dam wall lining will be completed as soon as the awaited wall lining material arrives in November 2006 as undertaken by the supplier.

(a)+(b)
Cost of repairs for both collapses

The magnitude of the first pond wall collapse was of such an extent that the total amount spent on repairing the pond come to R3,1 million, whilst the estimated total budget for repairing the second collapse is R1 429 471,50 .

