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822.
Mrs J A Semple (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

Whether any function was organised to mark the occasion of the delivery of her budget vote in the National Assembly and the National Council of Provinces in 2006; if so, (a) what total amount was spent on this function, (b) from which budget was the money allocated, (c) what amount was spent on (i) food and refreshments, (ii) venue, (iii) entertainment, (iv) staff and (v) transport and (d) how many people were invited to attend the function?
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REPLY:

Yes.  A function was organised by my predecessor, Ms B P Sonjica, MP, for the occasion of the delivery of her Budget Vote in the National Assembly on 23 May 2006.  No function was held for the National Council of Provinces.

(a)
The total amount spent on this function was R78 000,00 (which amount included the printing cost of the covers of the budget speech which amounted to R28 000,00).
(b) Funds were utilised from the Ministry’s budget as well as from the budget of 
the Chief Directorate Communications of the Department of Water Affairs and 
Forestry, whilst sponsorships by stakeholders and partners were also utilised.

(c)(i)
R40 000,00

(c)(ii)
None

(c)(iii)
R10 000,00

(c)(iv)
I have been informed that no staff members from the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry travelled to Cape Town exclusively for the function as they were in Cape Town at the time assisting my predecessor in preparing for the Budget debate and no additional expenses were therefore incurred in relation to Departmental staff.

(c)(v)
The Honourable Member is referred to my reply to (c)(iv) above.
(d)
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