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1016.
Mr M M Swathe (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

Whether any function was organised to mark the occasion of the delivery of her budget vote in the National Assembly and the National Council of Provinces in 2007; if so, (a) what total amount was spent on this function, (b) from which budget was the money allocated, (c) what amount was spent on (i) food and refreshments, (ii) venue, (iii) entertainment, (iv) staff and (v) transport and (d) how may persons were invited to attend this function?
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REPLY:

Yes, two functions were organised for the occasion of the delivery of my Department’s Budget Vote in the National Assembly and the Policy Debate in the National Council of Provinces. 

(a)
The total amount spent on both functions was R265 136,99 (this amount includes the 
printing cost of the covers of the budget speech which amounted to R19 881).
(b)
Funds were utilised from the Ministry’s budget, Chief Directorate Communications, 
Working for Water and sponsorships by stakeholders and partners.

(c)(i)
R79 204 for both functions.

(c)(ii)
R19 500,00

(c)(iii)
R15 000,00

(c)(iv)
No staff from the Department travelled to Cape Town exclusively for the function as they were in Cape Town attending the Budget and Policy Debates and no additional expenses were therefore incurred in relation to Departmental staff. 

(c)(v)
The Honourable Member is referred to my reply to (c)(iv) above. 

(d)
Two hundred and forty-three people were invited to attend the function following the Budget Vote in the National Assembly and sixty people were invited to attend the function following the Policy Debate in the National Council of Provinces.

