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1483.
Mr MM Swathe (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

Whether she and/or her Department will take any steps regarding water pollution caused by Harmony mine dumping containing dangerous heavy metals like uranium in the Wonderfonteinspruit near Mogale City; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details.
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REPLY:

Yes, the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry will take steps against Harmony mine (Mine) should water pollution occur. After several incidents caused by the Mine a final written warning was sent to  the Mine Management in terms of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act No. 36 of 1998). The letter indicated that the Mine would be prosecuted should slimes spill into the Wonderfonteinspruit  again.
I assume that the Honourable Member’s question arose after two specific incidents which occurred at the Mine and which were reported on in the media. Specific action was also taken in terms of the two incidents which occurred. 
In the first instance, a gasket in the underground sludge conveyance pipeline failed which resulted in a sludge spill.  The spill occurred between Harmony’s Cooke 2 and their Doornkop Plant on their property and no sludge was dumped into the Wonderfonteinspruit.  The pumps were switched off immediately and cleanup of the sludge has been conducted.
In the second instance, an underground water pipeline that supplies water to their Doornkop Plant experienced a leak.  The water was contained on the Mine’s property and did not run into the Wonderfonteinspruit.  The pipe was replaced the next day.

While samples were taken in both instances, the sludge or water did not reach the Wonderfonteinspruit. My Department will therefore not prosecute the Mine with regard to these two incidents.  However, the final warning to the Mine regarding the prevention of pollution of the Wonderfonteinspruit, still stands. 
