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(INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER NO 38
1630.
Mrs D van der Walt (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1)
In respect of each of the past three years up to the latest specified date for which information is available, (a) how many overseas trips were undertaken by (i) her and (ii) departmental officials, (b) what was the total amount spent on these trips and (c) for each trip undertaken, (i) who were the members of the delegation that was sent, (ii) what was the nature and purpose and (iii) what were the benefits derived;

(2)
Whether each trip was authorised; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details?
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REPLY:

(1)(i) & (ii)
The answers to these questions are supplied in the Table below. Please note that the estimated costs may differ from the actual expenditure due to changes in the exchange rates when the actual costs are incurred. The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry (DWAF) does not have a separate account for the expenditure with regard to international visits undertaken by the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry. The costs are therefore included in the total expenditure amount of DWAF with regard to international visits.
	
	
	Financial Years

	1
	
	2005/6
	2006/7
	2007/8 up to 18 October 2007 

	(i)
	Number of international visits undertaken by the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry
	8
	3
	4

	
	
	
	
	

	(ii)
	Number of officials who undertook international visits.
	295
	264
	189
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(1)(b) & (c) (i) (ii)
	(b)
	The total amount spent on these visits are:
	R5 689 476
	R9 283 161
	R5 049 711

	(c)
	The total amounts spent on each visit undertaken.
	Please consult the estimated costs as per the attachments for each financial year.

	(c)(i)
	Members of the delegations 
	Please consult the attachments for each financial year.

	(c)(ii)
	Nature and purpose of each visit
	Please consult the attachments for each financial year.


(c) (iii)
Water is a basic need for sustainability of life and central to all economic developments. It is therefore mandatory and imperative for DWAF to be involved in the sustainable use, management and preservation of this commodity for the benefit of all in the country. Climate change is a very important issue in the world today and the world is in the process of signing varies agreements to deal with this issue. The change effects will directly influence the quality and availability of water. Hence, DWAF should ensure that they not only build resilience against impacts but also play a leading role on water and forestry related issues in this regard.  DWAF’s involvement and participation at national and global climate change issues is necessary and essential. South Africa has taken a leading role in integrated water resource management (IWRM), since the National Water Act, 1998 (Act No 36 of 1998) and Water Policy and Strategies are all premised on the IWRM philosophy. Consequently, South Africa often gets invited to international conferences to play a leading role and to share our experiences and knowledge with other developing countries, particularly in the light of the NEPAD and SADC initiatives. DWAF has a moral obligation to provide assistance to the countries in Africa with regard to water and forestry. DWAF is held in high esteem by the water community of the world and are in demand to share its experience with the international community in the developed world.

South Africa annually takes part in the Annual Stockholm Junior Water Prize Competition.  DWAF is responsible to organise the National competition in South Africa and to enter the South African winners into the International Stockholm Competition.  DWAF funds the travelling of the South African winners to Stockholm, as well as the regional co-ordinator and educator of the winning school. South Africa won this competition in 2003 and 2005.

DWAF is responsible for all the large dams in South Africa. DWAF officials therefore have to keep up with the latest development and trends with regard to the building, maintenance and safety of dams. We have officials who are secretaries of Commissions of the International Commission of Large Dams (ICOLD) who meets annually. They also contribute to the bulletins issued by  ICOLD.

The Forestry Sector of the world is also in the process of negotiating various international protocols. It is important for  DWAF  to be part of these negotiations.

DWAF is a technical and scientific organisation. As such it is important for its officials to attend international scientific and technical conferences to exchange information  and also to contribute to these international discussions.
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The Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry is also in high demand to attend international water and forestry events globally. 

South Africa is becoming a global player more than ever before. More agreements are signed with regard to Water and Forestry matters and these agreements should be honoured by South Africa and therefore by the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry.

(2)
Yes. All international visits undertaken by officials from DWAF are authorised by the Minister prior to departure. An international visit undertaken by the Minister is carried out after Presidential approval has been obtained.
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