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1663.
Mr M M Swathe (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:


 (1)
Which provinces have submitted reports on the progress made regarding the eradication of the bucket system?
 (2)
Whether she has taken any steps against provinces who have not submitted these reports; if not, why not; if so, what steps;


 (3)
(a)(i) how many and (ii) which provinces that have submitted these reports are set to meet the targets and (b) what progress has each province made in the provision of potable water with regard to the 2008 target?
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REPLY:
(1)(i)
All Provinces that are having bucket sanitation system are submitting progress reports twice a month to the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry (DWAF).
(2)
No actions or steps have been taken against any Province as they have all been submitting their reports on time.

(3)(a)(i)
Six provinces are set to meet the target date of December 2007 for the eradication of the bucket sanitation system in formal settlements established before 1994.

(3)(a)(ii)
The bucket sanitation bucket systems in formally established settlements have already been eradicated in Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Limpopo and Mpumalanga.
North West and Western Cape are on target to meet the deadline of December 2007.

In the case of the Free State, Eastern Cape and Northern Cape it is expected that the backlog will be eradicated by the end of March 2008.  These three Provinces are facing challenges with regard to the availability of water resources in some areas, hard rock conditions and the rejection of interim solutions like upgraded Ventilated Improved Pit latrines (VIPs), for example.
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(3)(b)
Government, at national, provincial and local level, has made good progress in supplying in the basic human water need of those who previously did not have access to safe and dependable water supply and the progress made in each province regarding the access to basic water services since 1994 as reflected in Table 1 below.

Table 1

	Province
	Percentage of population who have access to potable water below the determined basic level

	
	1994
	2001
	2007

	Eastern Cape
	60%
	50%
	21%

	Free State
	24%
	15%
	5%

	Gauteng
	17%
	10%
	5%

	KwaZulu-Natal
	47%
	42%
	22%

	Limpopo
	53%
	43%
	24%

	Mpumalanga
	42%
	30%
	17%

	North West
	37%
	29%
	15%

	Northern Cape
	39%
	17%
	10%

	Western Cape
	38%
	8%
	3%

	National 
	41%
	29%
	14%


I must emphasise that the figures presented in Table 1 do not reflect housing related backlogs and associated infrastructure requirements. Intensive assessments and planning to determine and guide the achievement of the 2008 water services target have been done. Based on these investigations it was concluded that municipalities in Gauteng, Northern Cape and Western Cape and a group of selected municipalities in the other six provinces will be able to meet this target date.  Due to population growth, inadequate funding, implementation capacity, access to sufficient water resources and lack of bulk infrastructure the target of 2008 will, however, not be achieved in all municipalities. In those instances where the 2008 target will not be met, progressive target dates will be set in terms of the Medium Term Strategic Framework, with the objective to achieve the target by 2012/3.  In order to achieve these progressive targets considerable additional funding and capacity will be required in targeted municipalities. At national level there is also closer integration of programs between the Departments of Provincial and Local Government, Water Affairs and Forestry and Housing, as well as the National Treasury.
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Over and above the aforementioned targets, an objective has been set that all informal settlements will have access to intermediate basic waters services by the end of 2008, whereafter formal settlements development via the Housing Programme will take place.
