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(368.
Mr G R Morgan (DA) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1)
Whether, with reference to the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research’s (CSIR) report (“A Hydrogeological Assessment of Acid Mine Drainage Impacts in the West Rand Basin, Gauteng Province), any measures are being taken to address the acid mine drainage; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details;

(2)
whether her department will undertake a study to determine the extent and effect of the movement of contaminants towards the Krugersdorp Game Reserve; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details? 
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REPLY:

(1) 
Yes.  The correct title for the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research’s (CSIR) Report that you refer to is “A Hydrological Assessment of Acid Mine Drainage Impacts in the Wes Rand Basin, Gauteng Province”, dated August 2007.  In response to your question, I will not discuss the contents of the Report but, I will deal, however, with the measures that the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has taken and intends taking in terms of the National Water Act,1998 (Act No 36 of 1998).

Immediately after the acid mine drainage (AMD) started decanting into the Tweelopies Spruit in 2004, my Department issued directives to the responsible mines to collect, contain and treat this water.  Furthermore, the mines were required to reach an agreement in writing with regard to the liability of each mine and to apportion amongst themselves the costs of treatment, pumping, monitoring and any further investigations relating to the short, medium and long term management of this decant.

Short term or emergency measures were immediately put into place by Harmony Gold Mine and medium term measures are currently being put in place.  Investigations are also being conducted to address the longer term management of this water.  An Environmental Impact Assessment was also conducted to determine the environmental impacts as a result of this AMD discharging into the Tweelopies Spruit. 

The immediate measures that were put in place included a collection system for the decanting AMD, a containment dam, as well as partly refurbishing an old industrial processing plant which is utilised as an emergency AMD treatment plant. 
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The medium term measures that will be fully operational by November 2007, involve the upgrading of existing treatment facilities, as well as construction of new pumping and treatment infrastructure at both the Harmony Gold Mine and Mogale Gold’s operations.  This will increase the treatment capacity and also improve the final quality of the treated water which is discharged into the Tweelopies Spruit.  The mines have reached an agreement in writing as was required in the directive issued by my Department, for the apportionment of costs and for the long term treatment of the AMD.   A section 21 water utility company, namely the Western Basin Environmental Company (WBEC) was established that will treat and manage the AMD in a long term financially sustainable manner.  Current studies and investigations involve the construction of pilot plants, designing the final treatment plant that will be based on the results of the piloting studies and the construction and implementation of the final long term treatment plant.  The long term treatment plant is expected to be operational within the next three years.


Considering the above, the AMD is currently managed in terms of the directives that were issued by my Department.  The short term measures have been in place for some years already and the medium term measures will be in operation within the next few weeks, which will further improve matters.  WBEC is currently conducting studies to implement the long term treatment and management plans. 

(2)
No. My Department’s attention is currently focused on the long term measures that must ultimately deal with the management of AMD in the Wonderfontein Spruit and Tweelopies Spruit (flowing through the Krugersdorp Game Reserve) in a sustainable manner for many decades to come. An Environmental Impact Assessment has already been conducted and should any further studies be required it will be called for in terms of section 41 of the National Water Act, 1998 which requires the provision of an assessment of the impact on the receiving water. Additional studies that are being conducted, such as the CSIR’s study, are therefore welcomed and the information contained therein would obviously be utilised in the development of the long term management of the AMD.
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