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Ms C C September (ANC) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

What steps are being taken to ensure that all small emerging farmers have equal access to water?
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REPLY:

Equity is a cornerstone of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act No 36 of 1998) (NWA) which is now being implemented by the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry (DWAF). Therefore DWAF puts a very high priority on redressing the results of past discriminatory policies. 

Access to water should, however, not be seen in isolation of access to land, to finance, to training and to other support services. That means that the actions to ensure that all small emerging farmers have equal access to water needs to be a concerted effort made by all the role-players such as the Departments of Water Affairs and Forestry, Agriculture, Land Affairs and the nine Provincial Departments of Agriculture.

In order to specifically co-ordinate these efforts, a forum has been created in every province chaired by the Provincial Departments of Agriculture, namely the Co-ordinating Committee on Agricultural Water (CCAW) of which the main objective is to speed up this process. In most provinces this forum is active, although more could be done to ensure that in all provinces departments work closely and through this forum. 

DWAF not only focuses on those emerging farmers that are near or within reach of water resources, but also on farm labourers and others who desire to become farmers. 
A number of specific actions have been taken to support small emerging farmers, and these include:

1. 12 000 ha Allocated: Water for the irrigation of 12 000 ha has been allocated to historically disadvantaged individuals (HDI) farmers along the Orange River, namely 3 000 ha in the Eastern Cape, 4 000 ha in the Free State and 5 000 ha in the Northern Cape. A portion of this allocated water is still available and the three relevant provincial co-ordinating committees (CCAWs) are working to get irrigation schemes established to utilize these allocations.

2. Sugar farmers: I announced in March that I had made 60 million cubic metres of water per annum from the Pongolapoort Dam available for sugar development on the Makhathini Flats.  This allocation will benefit emerging farmers.
3. Water Allocation Reform: The WAR programme aims to reallocate water to historically disadvantaged communities and individuals in order to address the racial and gender biases that still exist in accessing water for productive purposes.  This programme will therefore be providing support to emerging farmers. 

This process is presently very strongly driven and we are using Compulsory Licensing in three areas to pilot the programme: the Mhlathuze Catchment in KwaZulu-Natal, the Inkomati Water Management Area in Mpumalanga and the Jan Dissels Catchment in the Western Cape. In the Mhlathuze River Catchment indicative figures show that sufficient water can be reallocated to irrigate at least 10 000 hectares (ha) of new land.  
4. Financial Assistance: DWAF has a policy in place and is busy finalising the regulations to supply among others financial grants to emerging farmers for the construction and installation of water distribution infrastructure on irrigation schemes, for the acquisition of water entitlements from commercial farmers, and also subsidies for operational and maintenance cost for the first few years. In order to ensure sustainable irrigation development for emerging farmers, the assistance and co-operation of the other departments mentioned above are extremely important.
5. Assistance from Regional Offices: DWAF's nine Regional Offices are able to provide assistance to emerging farmers by for example giving advice on how to apply for water as well as information and access to the different support services provided by DWAF.
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