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45.
Ms P Bhengu (ANC) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1) What targets have been set for the eradication of the bucket system;

(2) whether the set targets will be met; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details?
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REPLY:

(1) Our target is to eradicate buckets that exist in established areas by December 2007.  These buckets will be replaced with a combination of sanitation solutions, which will depend on factors such as the availability of water, ground water levels, existence of dolomite, and availability of bulk infrastructure such as treatment plants.  Members and the public should be aware that our target to eradicate buckets by the end of the year is limited to buckets in established areas; and buckets that are still used in informal settlements are being addressed through human settlement programmes and are not included in this target.
(2) The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry, alongside Provincial Governments and the affected local governments are working very hard to ensure that our targets are met, and with this massive effort and additional resources allocated to the project we are set to meet the target.  Our biggest challenges lie in the Free State, North West and Eastern Cape as these three provinces constitute ninety five percent of the bucket backlogs.

Free State, which has the majority of buckets at 88 791 (at end of Jan 2007) is down by 22 000 from April 2006.  We have seen significant political support for the eradication of buckets and arising from a provincial sanitation summit held last year key political leaders including myself as the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry, the Premier of the Province, the MEC responsible for Housing and Local Government, the South African Local Government Association (SALGA) and Executive Mayors signed a pledge to eradicate buckets by December 2007.  I believe this summit has contributed favourably to our bucket eradication programme, and in most of the areas affected we have either started working on the removal of buckets, are well advanced with the preparation activities, or are awaiting project approval. Only eight projects have not been registered.  As with any development project there are challenges, for example, where some communities do not accept that water borne sanitation will not be provided.
The North West has the second highest backlog at 19 874 (at end Jan 2007). Additional bulk funding, which has been a key challenge, has now been made available to the Province and will contribute towards our efforts in eradicating the backlog.  The Eastern Cape backlog was at 16 630 at the end of Jan 2007. Last year we were able to remove over 20 000 buckets from this province and I am confident that with our collective efforts we will remove the remaining buckets.
In both the North West and Eastern Cape we will also be holding provincial summits with a specific focus on bucket eradication, and we look forward to holding these summits in May 2007. The objective of the summits will be to determine (a) the state of readiness to meet the December 2007 Target and (b) specific needs and bottlenecks. 

Through these summits the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry will be able to determine what resources are required to meet the targets and ensure that the resources are committed. For example, unspent Municipal Infrastructure Grant (MIG) funds could be considered for re-allocation to the National Bucket Eradication Programme, and engineers could be deployed to assist with the bucket eradication programme.  Already my Department has deployed 21 engineers to assist Municipalities with direct hands-on support in the planning, implementation and monitoring of projects. 

My Department will continue to provide support and will continuously monitor the programme to ensure that we reach the target.
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