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47.
Mr J D Arendse (ANC) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

(1) Whether, with reference to the 2007 state of the nation address which focused on the eradication of poverty, her department is ready to implement the allocation of water to eradicate poverty; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details;

(2) whether the allocation of free basic water and sanitation is realised; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details?
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REPLY:

(1) The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry is already actively contributing to the national effort to eradicate poverty and create a better life for our people.

We are engaged in a number of efforts to contribute to the reduction of poverty, these include: 

Firstly, implementation of the Water Allocation Reform (WAR) Programme, which is intended to reallocate water to historically disadvantaged communities and individuals.  By having access to water these communities would be able to engage in productive activities, particularly in the agriculture sector.  Currently my Department is focusing its efforts on three Catchment Management Areas that form part of the pilot programme and these are Mhlathuze in KwaZulu-Natal, Inkomati in Mpumalanga and Jan Dissels in the Western Cape.
 

This programme is quite comprehensive and therefore time and resource intensive. It entails validation and verification of the extent of existing lawful water use, an empowerment programme and then the formal compulsory licensing process. Of course the processes need to be monitored and evaluated to measure the long term success of the impacts of water re-allocation on the lives of the communities. 

 

Secondly, we are contributing to poverty eradication through the compulsory licensing process in water stressed catchments. Compulsory licensing allows my Department, through various processes, to free up water for reallocation not only to the environment, but also to historically disadvantaged individuals. Opportunities to use water productively is being identified in these catchments (Mhlathuze, the Inkomati and the Jan Dissels) and the Department has put in place programmes that will ensure that license applications to use the freed up water for productive use, will be received from the designated groups.

Thirdly, DWAF is supporting poverty eradication through access to water by a number of processes, which include: financial assistance to resource poor farmers; assisting and promoting rainwater harvesting to sustain livelihoods; and establishing a programme that will stimulate demand and offer structured support to communities in the catchments that are not part of the Water Allocation Reform Pilot Programme.

Finally, the importance of having access to clean or potable water for ordinary citizens is a critical measure to reducing poverty and improving livelihoods.  Our target of 2008 to provide universal access to water will therefore contribute significantly to the lives of approximately 8 million of our people who still below the minimum standards of access to water.
(2)
The roll out of the Free Basic Water Policy started in 2001. The South African Government does not have a policy on Free Basic Sanitation.


In terms of the Free Basic Water, 75% of the total population has benefited, of which 68% are poor.

The detailed figures of access to Free Basic Water (per province) are:
	Province
	Population
	Served
	%
	Poor
	Served
	%

	Western Cape
	5 083 373
	4 611 622
	90,70%
	768 794
	683 864
	89,00%

	Eastern Cape
	6 388 295
	3 599 560
	56,30%
	3 563 835
	2 051 865
	57,60%

	Northern Cape
	1 006 468
	704 778
	70,00%
	381 074
	292 977
	76,90%

	Free State
	2 771 534
	2 512 140
	90,60%
	1 516 173
	1 479 736
	97,60%

	KwaZulu-Natal
	10 444 074
	7 531 818
	72,10%
	5 856 343
	3 995 598
	68,20%

	North West
	3 410 280
	2 431 307
	71,30%
	1 598 857
	968 841
	60,60%

	Gauteng
	10 595 023
	9 321 259
	88,00%
	3 788 900
	2 810 725
	74,20%

	Mpumalanga
	3 616 138
	2 320 175
	64,20%
	2 058 680
	1 222 854
	59,40%

	Limpopo
	5 291 458
	3 813 875
	72,10%
	3 169 418
	2 125 143
	67,10%

	Total
	48 606 643
	36 846 534
	75,81%
	22 702 074
	15 631 603
	68,86%
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