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72.
Mr M W Sibuyana (IFP) to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry:

Whether her department has any systems in place to effectively (a) capture and (b) store water during the rainy seasons in the provinces; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details?

N373E
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REPLY:

(a) & (b)
Yes the department has systems in place to capture and store water.
One of the main functions of the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry is the development and management of water resources which entails among others the storing of runoff from rainfall in a network of dams throughout the country. 

State dams are usually multi-purpose in nature, whereby the water is stored for use by the agricultural, industrial, domestic and mining sectors.  Most of these dams are also intended for management of floods due to high rainfall events, as well as to off set the effects of drought during low rainfall periods. 

A list of the storage capacity of State dams per Province, as well as the current storage percentage, is available on my Department’s website, i.e. http://www.dwaf.gov.za/ and the current information on the state of dams is attached [PDF document].
In summary, the storage capacity per province is as follows:

	PROVINCE
	NUMBER OF STATE DAMS
	TOTAL STORAGE CAPACITY 

(CUBIC METERS)

	EASTERN CAPE
	29
	1 807 500 000

	FREE STATE
	15
	16 037 100 000

	GAUTENG
	1
	41 200 000

	KWAZULU-NATAL
	16
	4 528 800 000

	LIMPOPO
	12
	739 500 000

	MPUMALANGA
	23
	2 801 700 000

	NORTH WEST
	25
	789 500 000

	NORTHERN CAPE
	4
	142 500 000

	WESTERN CAPE
	27
	1 650 200 000

	TOTAL
	152
	28 538 000 000
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