


OUR VISION

We have a vision of a democratic, people-centred nation working 
towards human rights, social justice, equity and prosperity for all.
We have a vision of a society in which all our people enjoy the 
benefits of clean water and hygienic sanitation services.
We have a vision of water used carefully and productively for 
economic activities, which promote the growth, development and 
prosperity of the nation.

We have a vision of a land in which our natural forests and plantations 
are managed in the best interests of all.

We have a vision of a people who understand and protect our natural 
resources to make them ecologically stable and safeguard them for 
current and future generations.

We have a vision of a Department that serves the public loyally, meets 
its responsibilities with energy and compassion and acts as a link in 
the chain of integrated and environmentally sustainable development.
We have a vision of development and co-operation throughout our 
region; of playing our part in the African Renaissance.

OUR MISSION

The mission of the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry is to 
serve the people of South Africa by:

• Conserving, managing and developing our water resources and 
 forests in a scientific and environmentally sustainable manner  
 in order to meet the social and economic needs of South Africa,  
 both now and in the future;

• Ensuring that water services are provided to all South Africans in  
 an efficient, cost-effective and sustainable way;

• Managing and sustaining our forests, using the best scientific  
 practice in a participatory and sustainable manner;

• Educating the people of South Africa on ways to manage,  
 conserve and sustain our water and forest resources;

• Co-operating with all spheres of Government, in order to achieve  
 the best and most integrated development in our country and  
 region;

• Creating the best possible opportunities for employment, the 
 eradication of poverty and the promotion of equity, social  
 development and democratic governance.

OUR VALUES

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry is a loyal servant of the 
Government and the people of South Africa.

As public servants, our skills will, at all times, be used for the benefit 
of the people and for the reconstruction and development of our 
country in the spirit of Batho Pele (People First).

As management, our responsibility is to provide high quality 
transformational leadership and a disciplined work ethic and to 
promote a working culture for motivated, accountable and committed 
teamwork. 

As citizens of the African continent, we are dedicated to long-term 
integrated regional security and co-operation, and to the spirit of the 
African Renaissance.

Our working environment is governed by the principles of 
representivity, equality, mutual respect and human development.

CORE VALUES FOR TRANSFORMATION

We recognise that people are the cornerstone of the Department’s 
success. Diversity is valued as a source of strength. We strive for 
a Department that fosters personal and professional growth and 
achievement.

We have the courage to change.
































