Trees heal our Land

TREES EQUAL LIFE

“Our grandchildren will inherit a planet with less than 20% of its original forests intact, yet trees are essential to the continuation of life on earth," says Ms Lael Bethlehem, Chief Director of Forestry at the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry when questioned on the importance of Arbor Week.

Arbor Week 2000, which will be from 1 to 7 September, has again mobilised the entire country in celebrating a week that has become one of the most important campaigns on the environmental calendar. This year’s celebrations involve not only the various levels of government but also business, industry, non-governmental organisations, community based structures, environmental organisations, schools and parastals. 

“Arbor Week is an appropriate time for South Africans to appreciate the value of trees and their contribution to our country. Besides, their life giving properties, trees play an important role in contributing to the creation of a better life for all South Africans. Indigenous forests are indispensable to our country’s heritage, beauty, wildlife, and environment. They have for centuries been the source of precious roots, herbs, and remedies that are now being recognised by medical science. They have also been a place of spirituality for rural communities. Commercial forests not only make a major contribution to the economy but more important provide jobs and economic opportunities for many rural communities“, said Ms Bethlehem.

"Trees are also playing an important role in Government's efforts to restore dignity to the majority of our people. Here the greening of our residential areas, particularly townships and informal settlements, is an important goal of Government. The creation of beautiful green living areas has to be part of our renewal process in South Africa."

Commenting on the impact of trees on millions of South Africans she said, "13 million people use wood as their main means of heating and cooking. Planting trees would mean that less natural vegetation is destroyed, more fodder and shelter for livestock, health is improved by the fruit from trees and we use products such as paper, furniture etc every day."

This year there will be numerous activities being held throughout the country which it is hoped will assist in ensuring South Africa adopt a culture of greening to achieve a better future for all our citizens. 

