Trees heal our Land

Trees heal our land, is this year's theme for National Arbor Week. The focus week, which is celebrated every year from 1 to 7 September, focuses attention on the importance of trees in our lives and to raise awareness of the need to plant and protect trees thus creating a beautiful and healthy environment. 

The theme of Trees Heal Our Land embraces three areas of our lives in which trees play an important role. Trees play, first of all, an economic role by generating income and contribute to the economic growth of our country. Second is the aspect of greening, where trees provide us with a healthy and dignified environment that helps uplifts the spirit and general well being of our nation. Lastly, our indigenous forests provide us with a wonderful home for wildlife and give us tranquil places to visit. Many of our people depend on the precious trees and herbs of our forests for medicines and spiritual resources.

As part of Arbor Week this year, the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry is to continue with the Campaign of Remembrance launched by Minister Ronnie Kasrils during Arbor Week last year. The campaign which, focuses on trees being planted in memory of people and events important to us as both individuals and society is to be expanded with the launch of a national register to record all trees planted as part of the campaign. Individuals, families and communities involved in the remembrance campaign would also be able to obtain a specially designed commemorative plaque from the Department for their ceremony as well as register their Remembrance Tree in a memorial register.

Historically South Africa has not had a culture of tree planting. Through Arbor Week, the Department and its stakeholders aim to achieve the following:

· promote a better knowledge of trees, particularly indigenous trees

· stress the necessity for everyone to plant trees and care for them

· protection and sustainable utilisation of our forests

· the value of trees in our lives

· educate and stimulate community enthusiasm for environmental conservation

· encourage South Africans to create a beautiful and healthy environment

The Arbor Week campaigns of the past few years have been characterised by an increasing number of organisations that are actively involved in promoting the campaign. This year is no different, with the campaign being supported by national/provincial/local government structures, business, industry, non-governmental organisations, community based organisations, parastals, schools, environmental organisations, etc. Particular mention needs to be made of TOTAL SOUTH AFRICA who are once again the Arbor Week corporate sponsor as well as TREES FOR AFRICA who are part of the planning committee of the campaign.

The ultimate aim of Arbor Week is not to confine the awareness to a day or week, but to ensure every day is an Arbor Day.

