ARBOR WEEK 2000 - TREES HEAL OUR LAND

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry - contributing to a dynamic forest sector

The Chief Directorate of Forestry in the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry is committed to making a contribution to a sustainable, prosperous and equitable forest sector in South Africa. Commercial forestry is one of the few industries that provide job opportunities in rural areas not only in the growing sector but also in manufacturing. Commercial forestry has a strong role in supporting rural development. The indigenous forests too provide tremendous opportunities for empowering rural people and building the rural economy.

The challenges that are currently facing the Department include the following:

· Implementation of the National Forest Act

The Department is leading a process to ensure that all aspects of the Act are put in place

· Implementation of the National Veld and Forest Fire Act 

A major initiative is under way to create a framework to prevent veld and forest fires in line with new legislation

· Creation of a national database of forest resources - both commercial and indigenous forests

At present there is no national record of indigenous forests and this prevents us from describing trends and ensuring that all assets are effectively managed. A database will be created and will be published regularly, along with data on the commercial forests   

· Implementing participatory approaches to the management of indigenous forests

The Department is committed to managing indigenous forests in a participatory manner and ensuring that local communities benefit from forest resources

· Restructuring of the states' commercial assets

Some of the Department's assets are in the process of being sold to commercial companies, some will be merged with Safcol, and others will be allocated to communities

Some of these challenges will be highlighted during Arbor Week 2000, which runs from 1-7 September. This year we will be appealing to the public to:

· Protect our indigenous forests

· Help prevent Veld and Forest Fires

· Green our towns and cities

· Plant a tree in remembrance of  a loved one

The Tree Memorial campaign was launched by Minister Ronnie Kasrils in 1999 and will continue this year. Members of the public are invited to plant a memorial tree and inform the Department by contacting by contacting Mr Tebogo Mathiane on tel (012) 336-7903 or (012) 336-7739. The Department will then record the name in a national register and provide a plaque to be placed near the tree. 

We invite you to work with us to secure the future of South Africa's forests.

