[image: image1.wmf]Goof

Department of Water Affairs and Forestry / Directorate: Communications Services

Fax: (012) 324 6592   

Tel: (012) 336 8264
31 August 2000 
MINISTER LAUNCHES NEW FUND FOR URBAN GREENING

Ronnie Kasrils, Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry, launched a national Urban Greening Fund by handing over a cheque of R1,2 million to Trees for Africa (TFA), South Africa’s leading greening organisation today. “The Urban Greening Fund is a long term dream,” said Jeunesse Park, Executive Director of TFA. “For the past 10 years we have been raising money from a range of companies, aid agencies and individuals in order to respond to the increasing number of community based organisations and local government authorities who approach us for help to green their environments. DWAFs contribution of seed capital to start this fund will ensure that we can respond to these requests in an effective and comprehensive way.” 

The rapid increase in urban population especially in disadvantaged areas has proceeded with little or no town or environmental planning.  They are characterised by poor and unsustainable use of public spaces, and by ever decreasing quality of land, water and air.

The greatest challenge presented by this state of affairs is the current 'urbanisation of poverty' as the rural poor rapidly become the urban poor.  Already straining under the pressures of meeting their peoples' needs for housing, education, health, employment and basic services, cities must also address the environmental and social consequences of rapid urbanisation. Consequently, environmentally-sound urban development is a major concern. 

Urban Greening will contribute significantly to making cities more liveable. In townships and informal settlements, Urban Greening can directly meet basic needs including food, fuel, fodder and timber.  Social benefits relate to health, employment, education, recreation, aesthetic and landscape benefits, the building of civic pride and community spirit, and reduced crime.  Urban Greening also contributes to climate and air quality improvement, energy savings, reduction of global warming and carbon dioxide, noise abatement, water use, reuse and conservation, soil conservation, solid waste and land reclamation, and nature conservation - wildlife habitat and bio-diversity.  

“A national Urban Greening Strategy has already been prepared by DWAF”, said Minister Kasrils, who urged all to contribute to this fund. “Urban greening is integral to development and vital for a healthy quality of life. My Department will work with TFA to manage this fund which we hope to grow through donations. The Urban Greening Fund will forge links between communities and local authorities in their efforts to plant street trees, develop parks and food gardens. I am delighted to be able to boost their efforts with this donation and believe that government should work closely with NGOs and community organisations to forge partnerships for delivery.”

TFA has played a prominent role in South Africa's Urban Greening movement. TFA was founded in 1990 by a group of citizens concerned with empowering people to care for their land and community by making environmental improvements through tree planting and greening.  In the past 10 years of operation TFA's projects have overseen the planting of more than 1.2 million trees and involved thousands of communities in food gardening and other greening activities. Through the Urban Greening Fund the organisation hopes to do even more.
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