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SCHOOLS GREENING PROGRAMME GETS A BOOST

EduPlant, the national schools’ programme funded by the Eskom Development Foundation (ESDEF) for the last six years, has contributed to the upliftment of schools throughout South Africa. Today Minister Ronnie Kasrils handed over a cheque of R2 million to ensure that EduPlant continues to assist disadvantaged schools to grow their own food and provide greener environments more conducive to learning.

“Two years ago our department recognised this programme’s value,”  said Minister Kasrils. “My Department supported EduPlant in 1999 and we have been working on raising funds to extend the programme to reach out to even more schools throughout South Africa. I believe we must work with NGOs to forge partnerships for delivery.” Earlier this year Minister Kasrils assisted EduPlant coordinators, Trees for Africa (TFA) by introducing Tikkun and the Jewish National Fund as funding partners. “Now we are delighted to be able to contribute this R2 million that will help TFA to keep the programme running.” 

EduPlant focuses on Permaculture, a term used to describe a system of farming and gardening that combines plants, animals, buildings, water, the local people and the landscape in a way that produces more energy than it uses, recycles all nutrients and waste, and imitates nature as much as possible. 

For the past six years, TFA has received impressive entries from hundreds of schools across the country that have designed projects to improve their environment and aid them with outcomes based education. Many of these schools are in extremely disadvantaged areas with little or no access to running water, no electricity and a high rate of unemployment among parents. A great number are already eating the fruit and vegetables they grow (replacing feeding schemes in some areas) and noticing the improved health of students. Others are harvesting and conserving water successfully, benefiting financially from the sale of plants, developing an impressive range of products from recycled waste and assisting nearby schools to improve their environments. 

"We are proud to promote a project as important as Permaculture. It adds to the wellbeing of the community and boosts the local economy”, Lepule Leboela, CEO of ESDEF, who are the founding funders of EduPlant.

This year 63 finalist schools, approximately seven from each province, have been selected from over 330 school projects. The overall winners will receive materials such as fencing, irrigation, plants and other items to develop their projects, but the real prize for all finalists is a trip to Gauteng and the weekend they will spend together presenting their projects to each other and the adjudicators, and attending Permaculture, environmental, performing arts and music workshops. Most of the children and many of the teachers have never travelled out of their towns, which adds to the excitement of the event. All finalists also receive environmental resource materials and seeds. 

To kick off EduPlant 2000, Trees for Africa ran 27  "Introduction to Permaculture” workshops for over 2000 educators in all nine provinces. The response was overwhelming with most teachers responding enthusiastically to this simple and effective approach to food security, environmental health and outcomes based education. “This is a life skill no one can afford to do without,” said educator Mary Raganya of the North West province.  
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