WHAT TO DO WHEN A FIRE BREAKS OUT

· Take all reasonable steps to notify the local Fire Protection Officer or the Fire Protection Association as well as owners of adjoining land;

· Do everything in your power to stop the spread of the fire.
A landowner, occupier or person in control of land who fails to do this will be guilty of an offence, which is punishable by a fine or imprisonment for a period.

When and how to build a fire break

1. On land where there is a reasonable chance of fires breaking out or spreading once they have broken out, firebreaks must be built to protect the boundaries. 

2.  Firebreaks can be set up by grading, ploughing, disking, hoeing or burning, 

3. The area in which the land is situated determines the type of firebreak to be built.

4. The firebreak must be wide enough, long enough and sufficiently cleared of inflammable material to prevent fire from crossing over to neighbouring land.

5. A landowner must prepare and maintain a firebreak on his or her side of the common boundary with adjoining land

6. Neighbours can agree to position their common firebreak away from the boundary

7. The landowner must ensure that the firebreak will not lead to soil erosion.

A landowner who fails to make a firebreak when he or she should, will be guilty of an  offence, and will be imprisoned for up to one year, pay a fine, or both.

Fire Protection Association

Fire Protection Associations should be established to help landowners and occupiers to prevent and fight fires in their areas. Associations  should be comprised of affected landowners to ensure co-operation between members in fire-prone area in order to reduce the incidence of fires and improve the collective fire management of forests and veld.

Except for municipalities and the State, membership of FPA's is voluntary.

FPA's will be set up once the regulations for the National Veld and Forest Fire Act have been passed, later this year.

FPA’s will:

· Develop and apply a veldfire management strategy for its area.  This will set out the management and prevention strategy that it will use for veldfires,

•
Agree on minimum standards that members will maintain in relation to all aspects of veld fire prevention and readiness for fire-fighting;

•
Regulate controlled burning to conserve ecosystems and reduce fire danger,

•
Organise and train its members in fire-fighting, management and prevention;

•
Inform its members of equipment and technology available for preventing and fighting fires;

•
Assist communities in their efforts to manage and control veldfires through providing management services, training and support; and

•
Regulate any other matter necessary for it to achieve its objectives.

FPA’s will be set up in areas which:

•
has regular veld fires

•
a relatively uniform risk of veld fires

•
relatively uniform climatic conditions

•
relatively uniform types of forest or vegetation

A National Fire Danger Rating System
The emphasis in every kind of disaster management is moving towards proactive prevention rather than reactive "cure".  In this spirit, the National Forest and Veld Fire Act introduces a need for a National Fire Danger Rating System (FDRS).  This will be the first time a system of this kind will be used in South Africa, although Fire Danger Rating Systems have been used in Australia, the United States and elsewhere for many decades.  Once established, the FDRS will use an easily understood rating system (colour-code)  to forecast conditions of fire danger, based on the weather and other variables.  It will give a rating - to be published in the media - of the level of fire danger for a particular period.  When this rating is high, all fires in the open air will be banned.

Until the NFDRS is implemented, the existing regulations remain in force.  This means that a blanket prohibition on open-air fires can be called in affected areas.

