GREENING

Greening initiatives are a starting point in securing a healthy and improved environment for future generations. 

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry through the Directorate: Community Forestry contributes to the conservation and improvement of the environment through greening programmes aimed at urban and rural areas.  It is important to green residential and surrounding areas because of the benefits to the people, animals and the environment as a whole., 

Trees beautify our surroundings and improve the landscape. They provide shade, control temperature and soil erosion and in urban areas reduce noise pollution. In many rural and peri-urban areas they provide food security and fuel to communities. Trees are also important  for the development of parks for recreational use. 

The concept Urban Greening has become very important since a large portion of the South African population is moving to cities.  The migration into urban areas puts a lot of pressure on the environment and natural resources, such that the environmental degradation becomes evident. Urban greening refers to an integrated approach to the planting, care and management of all vegetation in cities, towns, townships and informal settlements in urban and peri-urban areas.  

The Department has undertaken initiatives whereby educators and learners are encouraged to participate in tree planting and conservation activities in their respective schools. These initiatives include Eduplant and Arbor Week.

EDUPLANT

The EduPlant programme is administered by Food and Trees for Africa and sponsored by the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry and the Eskom foundation. Other sponsors include such Tikkun and The Jewish National Fund..

This programme is based on permaculture principles, which looks into using sustainable means to produce food by integrating the landscape, homestead, animals, plants, and climate in one efficient system.

The programme is run by means of a competition, where schools send their entries with a description of either their proposed or existing projects.  Initial selection takes place and later on the final selection of 63 schools representing 7 schools from all the nine Provinces.

Prizes are in the form of funds to be used to further expand the programme and assist in developing some of the programmes within the school.

This programme has been very successful with schools in both Urban and Rural areas being able to feed children and also selling surplus produce from their gardens.  Most of the schools in the programme have managed to replace feeding schemes with food from their gardens.  Schools wishing to participate in this programme, can contact Food and Trees for Africa at this number:  (011) 803-9750.

ARBOR WEEK

Arbor Week is a major campaign designed make the general public and schools aware about the importance of trees in our daily lives.  This campaign takes place during 1-7 September every year, 

The Department and other stakeholders such as TOTAL SA and Food and Trees For Africa commit resources so that the general public and many schools throughout the country can receive information about the importance of trees in our daily lives.  The most important messages are:

· Prevention of veld and forest fires

· Protection f indigenous trees

· Planting of trees in remembrance

· Urban greening

Tips on how to plant trees in a way that ensures efficient water use.

· Prepare a hole that is twice as wide and twice as deep as the container that your tree is in.

· Carefully remove the plastic cover from the tree.

· Place the tree into the hole on top of the container about 100 m below ground level.

· Fill the hole with the soil (and compost if you can get it) below and around the tree.

· Tie the tree to a stick or stake - not too tightly.

· Cover the soil surrounding the tree with leaves or grass (mulch) which will reduce evaporation of water.

· You can also use a two-litre bottle to irrigate your tree and conserve water.  Punch a small hole at the bottom of the bottle and plant next to the trees so that the bottle will water the roots.  Fill the bottle once a week and put the lid on to prevent evaporation.

