Participatory Forest Management (PFM) approach in SA

In many parts of the country, the livelihoods of rural people are closely linked to the forests.  In these cases the Directorate: Indigenous Forest Management intends to improve the sustainability of the benefits that rural people receive through a participatory approach to forest management (PFM). PFM is a new approach and process that DWAF has adopted as ‘best practice’ and has become an approach of the Department in all its dealings regarding the management of indigenous forests. 

To ensure sustainability, involvement of different stakeholders is encouraged in the implementation of PFM.  It involves recognizing the rights of people living around the forests The Department is commited to working with other stakeholders to mange our forests in a way that benefits local communities.DWAF plays a facilitatory role in the empowering of local communities through capacity building programmes and effective partnerships with other stakeholders. Education, awareness and facilitation of local economic empowerment are also integral in this process.  

PFM is also seen as an overall framework that seeks to address issues such as:

· Providing mechanisms to encourage and promote the establishment of down-stream opportunities that are beneficial to both the department and the community;

· Showing consideration and respect for rich and diverse cultural heritage of all local communities in South Africa by promoting access to the forests for such purposes;

· Addressing past imbalances through corrective action in both equity and gender; and

· Improving relationship between different stakeholders and improving community’s sense of ownership. 

A glance at some of the activities from different parts of the country, for example the development of forest related enterprises in Ntendaka Wilderness Area, the establishment of  community based institutions (forest committees) in Knysna, a well facilitated transfer of forest land to communities at Dwesa/Cwebe and the much reported resettlement project in Dukuduku, shows the the Department’s determination to adopt participatory approaches to forest management. A fundamental and primary objective of PFM is to involve previously disadvantaged rural communities in activities that meet their basic needs through conservation and the sustainable use of resources.

 ( I assume that these do not need individual names?) 

