DWAF COMMITTED TO SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT

The Government of South Africa is committed to the sustainable management of South Africa's forest resources. To realise this commitment the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry (DWAF) is in the process of developing a set of Principles, Criteria, Indicators and Standards (P, C, I & S's), that can be used to monitor progress towards sustainable forest management (SFM), and to set minimum regulatory standards for forestry.

DWAF will co-ordinate the development of P, C, I & S by in conjunction with the Committee for Sustainable Forest Management (CSFMwhich is a  committee of the National Forests Advisory Council (NFAC). Its function is to advice the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry (DWAF) and the Minister on the determination of principles, criteria, indicators and standards of Sustainable Forest Management.  

P, I , C & S’s are tools for assessing SFM. They are designed to support the improvement of forest management as an integral part of sustainable development in South Africa. Principles in particular provide the fundamentals for SFM. To each principle there are corresponding criteria that add meaning and operationality to that principle. Among other things, the P, C, I & S’s will provide:

· a tool for assessing changes and trends in forest conditions and management 

· an instrument to evaluate the degree to which the forest sector contributes to the nation’s economic, environmental and social aspirations

· a common understanding as well as an practical interpretation of what constitutes sustainable forest management

· a guide to the development and revision of policies and legislation 

· a set of objective standards for the management of forests

· a tool for assessing and improving forest management practices in forest management units

The draft principle and criteria reflect the national requirements as well as international standards and agreements. The proposed national principles and criteria for sustainable forest management are:

· The security of forest resources

· The health and vitality of maintaining forests

· The biological diversity of conserving forests

· Productive functions of sustaining and promoting forests

· The protective and environmental functions of forests promoted and maintained

· Traditional rights of access and use are respected and aesthetic, cultural heritage and spiritual values are protected

· The distribution of economic, social, health and environmental benefits from forests is fair

· The policy and the legislative and institutional framework for the sustainable management of forests are secure and appropriate.

The draft set of Principles and Criteria is available for comment If you require a copy of the draft P & C's or further information on the process please contact: Mr Mafu Nkosi on tel. 012 336 8646 or at 1ao@dwaf.pwv.gov.za of view the website at www-dwaf.pwv.gov.za/forestry/sfm/ 
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