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NATIONAL ARBOR WEEK – IVIKI LEZIHLAHLA

29 August 2002

National Arbor Week is once again with us, and arrives at a time when the world is abound with issues around the Earth Summit held in South Africa this year.  This vital mandate of the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry is celebrated from 1 to 7 September annually.

Previously known only as Arbor Week, Minister Ronnie Kasrils announced last year that, as of this year, the campaign would be known as Arbor Week-Iviki Lezihlahla (Zulu for ‘The Week of Trees’).  This particular week serves to promote awareness of the need for planting and maintaining indigenous trees throughout South Africa, especially for the many disadvantaged communities who often live in barren areas, in the important context of sustainable development and poverty alleviation.  

Significantly, Arbor Week-Iviki Lezihlahla falls at the same time as the World Summit on Sustainable Development, which brings together global environmental experts, with the aim of restoring the planet, saving it from pollution and destruction via poverty alleviation.  The campaign is therefore aligned to advance sustainable forest management and stop degradation of forests.

The theme for Arbor Week-Iviki Lezihlahla is “TREES ARE LIFE – MEHLARE KE BOPHELO.” 

This theme embraces three areas in which trees enhance our lives:

· Indigenous forests which provide a wonderful home for wildlife and give us tranquil places to visit.  Many of our people depend on the trees and herbs of our forests for medicines and spiritual resources

· Commercial forests which provide jobs and economic opportunities for many people in rural areas

· Trees in our cities and towns, which not only reduce noise levels, but also help to make our homes shady and green.  Just think of the difference between a dusty street and an area bursting with green trees and parks.

Arbor Week-Iviki Lezihlahla is also an appropriate time to commemorate people who have died while making a significant contribution to the liberation of South Africa. Trees serve as a living memory, and it is for this reason that we need to build a culture of memorial tree planting.

Our involvement and contribution to the Summit will include, contributing to a major event on Monday, 02 September in Alexandra.  Minister Kasrils together with other international dignitaries and Heads of State, including Tony Blair, the Prime Minister of the Great Britain will launch the International Forest for Sustainable Development on the banks of the Jukskei River, Alexandra.  This event is hosted by the Alexandra Renewal Project, an organisation which aims to upgrade the living conditions and human development within Alexandra by reducing levels of unemployment, crime, violence and creating a clean and healthy environment.

On Thursday, 05 September, the Minister will be planting a tree in launching the Soweto Greening Project in Meadowlands, Soweto.  About 500 trees will be planted at this event.   The event is also supported by our corporate sponsor TOTAL SA and Food and Trees for Africa.

This year, the Department is introducing two initiatives as part of your awareness process: The Touching Peace and Arbor City Award.

Touching Peace is a new concept that entails a human chain with trees as part of the chain.  There will also be an observation of a moment of silence as a commemoration of all those who have been victims of violence and abuse.   The message is centred on peace.  The link between peace and sustainable development would be especially important in the current global context.

The Department, in association with the Institute for Environment and Recreation Management is conducting the Arbor City Award.  This is a competition aimed at giving recognition to that city/town in Gauteng, which has made the best effort in greening its area of jurisdiction.  Minister Kasrils will announce during the winning town/city at the Meadowlands event on the 05th September.  This Importance of this event is considerable given the fact that the United Nations has repeatedly commended South Africa for having one of the world’s most successful urban greening projects.  In fact, it has been noted that Johannesburg, from a satellite’s view, looks like a jungle!
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