Did you know?

· Trees are among the earth's most useful and beautiful products of nature and have been critical to mankind's survival. 

· Trees and other plants release the oxygen we breathe; trees prevent erosion; trees provide food, shelter, and material for animals and man. 

· Worldwide, the number of tree species may exceed 50,000.

What is a tree?
A tree is a woody plant with a single erect perennial trunk at least 75 mm in diameter at breast height. Most trees have definitely formed crowns of foliage and attain heights excess of three metres. In contrast, a shrub is a small, low growing woody plant with multiple stems. A vine is a woody plant that depends on an erect substrate to grow on.

The Value of Trees 

· Trees make effective sound barriers
Trees muffle urban noise almost as effectively as stone walls. Trees, planted at strategic points in a neighbourhood or around your house, can reduce major noises from freeways and airports. 

· Trees produce oxygen
A mature leafy tree produces as much oxygen in a season as 10 people inhale in a year. 

· Trees become "carbon sinks"
To produce its food, a tree absorbs and locks away carbon dioxide, which could otherwise contribute to global warming. An urban forest is a carbon storage area that can lock up much of the carbon dioxide that is produced in the urban area. 

· Trees clean the air
Trees help cleanse the air by intercepting airborne particles, reducing heat, and absorbing such pollutants as carbon monoxide, sulphur dioxide, and nitrogen dioxide. Trees remove this air pollution by lowering air temperature, through respiration, and by retaining particulates. 

· Trees shade and cool
Shade from trees reduces the need for air conditioning in summer. In winter, trees break the force of winter winds, lowering heating costs. 

· Trees act as windbreaks
Trees act as windbreaks. A windbreak offers shelter to people from unpleasant wind and to crops from damage by wind and excessive loss of moisture.  

· Trees fight soil erosion
Trees fight soil erosion, conserve rainwater, and reduce water runoff and sediment deposit after storms. 

· Trees increase property values
Real estate values increase when trees beautify a property or neighbourhood. Trees can increase the property value of your home by 15% or more. 

