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Urban Greening

Urban Greening refers to an integrated approach to the planting, care and management of all vegetation in cities, towns, townships and informal settlements in urban and peri-urban areas. The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry (DWAF) through the Chief Directorate: Forestry is involved in facilitating the planning and implementation of Urban Greening projects nationally. This is achieved through working through and with other role players such as local government, non-governmental organisations, community based organisations, other provincial and national departments, as well as schools.

The Department focuses mainly on the Urban Forestry component of Urban Greening. Through campaigns like National Arbor Week, DWAF tries to educate and make the public and learners aware about the value of trees in our environment. Trees provide the following benefits to our surroundings and environment.

•
Oxygen

During the process of photosynthesis, trees give off oxygen and reduce harmful gases such as carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.

•
Beautification

A green environment is much more attractive than dry grey surroundings.

•
Provision of fruit

Some trees provide edible fruit, which is very healthy as a source of vitamins and other nutrients.

•
Flood control


During the rainy season, trees and other vegetation reduce raindrop impact on soil and therefore reduce erosion and flooding.

•
Noise reduction


An area with a lot of trees will have less noise compared to a barren area.

•
Wildlife habitat


Trees are a wonderful habitat for birds and other animals, which contribute to a balanced ecosystem.

•
Recreation


Parks used for recreation and educational tours, are enhanced by trees and other vegetation.

•
Wood products


Trees provide timber, firewood as well as raw medicinal products.

