Putting Fire Power in your hands

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry (DWAF) has introduced Mmaditsela (an antelope)- a new symbol of veldfires preparedness and an ally in the fight to raise awareness around veld and forest fires in South Africa

Mmaditsela’s image appears on posters and promotional material issued by DWAF. It is intended that the image will act as a messenger who brings words of wisdom to landowners, along with the message that everyone must work together to prevent veldfires from raging out of control. 

Part of the message will be about the control of veldfires. Some of the basic requirements that could be followed to ensure the control of veldfires are as follows:

· Construct effective firebreaks around your property. In so doing, you will be protecting your own property and preventing any fire from spreading to your neighbours’ property

· Always inform your neighbours if you plan to burn a firebreak (Note the requirements in the National Veld and Forestry Act).

· Burning of common firebreaks should be done as a team. This will ensure that responsibilities are shared equally in case of emergencies.

· Burning should be executed under favourable weather conditions (timing is crucial). Take into consideration the forecasts, warnings and fire danger indices before burning. Burning of firebreaks at night is less risky as conditions are, in most cases, stable. Consult an expert whenever possible. 

· Burning of firebreaks should be done during the ‘right’ season. Bear in mind any fire prohibition periods imposed as well as any other warnings applicable to specific areas throughout the country.

· Never start a fire in the open air unless you are sure you can control it. Never underestimate a fire – and always ensure that you have sufficient resources such as personnel, water and fire fighting equipment in case of emergencies.

· Ensure that you and your personnel are competent in fire-fighting

· Be proactive. Take all possible precautionary measures to ensure that fire does not spread to the neighbouring property. This will protect you from civil claims and from criminal liability in terms of the new legislation.

· Never leave a fire unattended before it has been completely extinguished. Post-fires winds, which are usually strong, have on many occasions caused flare-ups. A thorough ‘mopping-up’ operation is thus necessary to guard against unwanted fires.

