EASTERN CAPE FORESTS ARE HIGH ACHIEVERS
The assessment was conducted by the Société Générale de Surveillance, the worlds largest independent inspection agency. The Knysna and Tsitsikamma forests have been assessed under the Quality Forest Management Programme, in order to retain its certificate for fulfilling all the requirements of a Well Managed Forest.

The audit took place from 12 to 14 May 2003. Only 1 minor corrective action request has been opened with 6 observations, in comparison with last year’s 6 minors and 15 observations. The auditor has mentioned that this is an outstanding performance and so far the best in South Africa, compared to all the other certifications audited. 

Numerous benefits offered by this certification includes providing international recognition for the systems of timber and non-timer harvested from forest products, demonstrating the department’s commitment in meeting obligations in respect to international conventions, and assuring downstream users of forest products that they (products) are from sustainably managed forests.

The Knysna and Tsitsikamma Indigenous Forests are one of two forest areas that have been certified in Africa. This enhances export potential for the wood and furniture that people make from it. Thus confirming the Department’s commitment to sustainable forests management.













